18 MAR 1999
Sl anderers
UWNO TO TAPE- RECORD FRI DAY SERMONS TO COUNTER LI ES, SAYS | BRAH M

KOTA BAHARU, March 18 (Bernama) -- Umo will record on tape Friday
sernons and speeches by sl anderers agai nst the governnent who now posed a
threat to national security, party Suprene Council menber Senator Dat uk
| brahimAli said.

Party information officers at the various | evels have been tasked with
recordi ng such inciting speeches, Ibrahim who is also Deputy Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent, told reporters here today.

"We're concerned with what they are doing as the effect of the lies
t hey spread undernines national security. We're not taking the matter
lightly," he said.

Ibrahimsaid this in light of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' statenent that incitenment against national |eaders had turned into
a security problemnot to be taken lightly.

Dr Mahathir said after chairing an Umo Suprene Council neeting in
Kual a Lunpur |ast night that tapes were being circulated asking Miuslinms to
assassi nate | eaders, including hinself.

| brahi m showed to reporters a tape recording, such as that referred to
by the prine mnister, which the deputy mnister said he had obtai ned from
a school in Kel antan.

"The speakers recorded on this tape, whomwe' ve not been able to
identify, interspersed their speeches with Qurani c verses and, anong ot hers
things, urged that the prine mnister be assassinated." he said.

| brahi m chal | enged the sl anderers to be responsible enough to
substantiate their allegations agai nst national |eaders so that appropriate
action could be taken if there were proof.

He said also in circulation were recordi ngs of grossly sl anderous
speeches by opposition | eaders but the tapes were packaged with their cover
j ackets di spl ayi ng phot ographs of Umo | eaders.

| brahimsaid certain | ocal weekly publications were al so constantly
twisting the prinme mnister's statenents on various issues to confuse the
people while at the sane tine these very periodicals accused the gover nnent
of curbing freedom of expression.
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