06 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Sabah (gover nment)
UWNO W LL NOT FORM ONE- PARTY GOVT, SAYS MAHATHI R

KOTA KI NABALU, March 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
today assured the people that Malaysia will continue to be ruled by a
coalition governnent although Umo has enough seats to forma one-party
gover nnent .

The prime mnister said the ruling government would conprise conponent
parties representing all races in the country.

" I"mgiving an assurance that Umo will not forma governnent on its
own despite having enough seats to formone," he said when speaking to the
peopl e of Petagas at the Kota Kinabalu International Airport, here.

He said Umo preferred to adm nister the country collectively with the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties to preserve the spirit of
cooperation and nmutual respect for one another established since
| ndependence t hrough the then Alliance.

" W will not take everything (power) so that they (component parties)
will not feel marginalised and instead will join hands to support us," he
sai d.

This is the uni queness of the BN governnent which gave inportance to
the interests of all races and religion which opposition parties could not
guarantee, said Dr Mahat hir, who concludes his three-day visit to Sabah
t oday.

He said BN s uni queness coul d be seen during el ections with conponent
party | eaders and nenbers canpai gning to ensure victory for Umo candi dat es
fielded in constituencies having | ess Malay voters.

Simlarly, Umo woul d support contestants from conponent parties
standing in Malay-majority areas, said Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman

" W adopt an attitude that if we help others, they will help us in
return. It is inpossible that we hel p people but they do not want to hel p
us. This is Umo's phil osophy," he said.

Wth the cooperation and tol erance shown by the BN conponents, Ml aysia
could maintain political stability and achi eve econonic grow h wi t hout any
rioting arising fromthe people's dissatisfaction as was happeni ng i n ot her
devel opi ng countries, he said.

" That's why Malaysia is well-known worl dwi de as the nost devel oped
devel opi ng country, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said other countries despite having the resources to
progress after attaining i ndependence, their | eaders could not come up with
devel opnent policies as they had to focus attention to maintain unity anmong
t he peopl e.

" They cannot forma credible and efficient governnent due to intense
politicking and their politics is divisive politics," he said.

In this regard, the prinme mnister urged the people to learn a | esson
fromthe ugly incidents in the run-up to the elections in other countries
with people being killed as though they were in a war.

He said rioting and civil unrest would continue even after a governnent
was fornmed to vent their anger and di ssatisfaction

' These things doesn't happen in Malaysia. It is peaceful here. The
el ected governnent is allowed to rule till the expiry of the five-year term
like in Kelantan as PAS is still in power," he said.

Dr Mahathir sai d Mal aysi ans displayed maturity by not supporting
attenpts by certain groups to topple the governnent through denonstrati ons.

They think they are smart when they used denonstrations to seize



power but they actually tarnished our culture. In the end, the people got
fed up as there are no nore denonstrations now, " he said.

He said: " W have now returned to our original culture as Ml aysi ans.
To el ect a governnent through an el ection and not by denonstrations," he
sai d.

The prime minister said an election is held not nerely to install a
governnent but a stabl e government that could bring progress to the people.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that the federal governnent woul d not cooperate
wi th Bersekutu and Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) |ed by two former chief
m nisters Datuk Harris Salleh and Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan,
respectively, if they were given the nandate to formthe next state
gover nnent .

" The two parties are spoilers. They are nerely seizing the opportunity
for noney so that their el ected representatives can get allowance and can
steal (the wealth) in Sabah," he said.

Dr Mahat hir gave an assurance to Sabahans that the BN woul d devel op
Sabah on par with other states in Peninsular Ml aysia and Sarawak if it was
once again given the nandate to formthe next state governnent.

" W want to see a prosperous Sabah with the people enjoying the fruit
of developnent. This is ny prom se to the Sabah peopl e.

" | came here to appeal for votes for all BN candidates as they need to
winto forma state governnent representing all ethnic groups and to ensure
Sabah continue to progress,"” he added.

Al so present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok and Deputy
Chi ef M nister Datuk Osu Sukam who is al so Sabah Umo |i ai son chi ef.
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