02 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - Per mat ang Pauh
UWNO W LL RETAI N PERVMATANG PAUH, SAYS MAHATH R

PULAU PI NANG July 2 (Bernamae) -- Umo is confident of retaining the
Per mat ang Pauh parlianentary seat in the upcom ng general el ection although
it was unsure of the majority vote, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
t oday.

The Prime M nister said the confidence was based on the fact that many
supporters of forner deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhad not
ditched Umo and the people have turned to support the governnent.

Anwar, who is serving a six-year jail termfor corrupt practice, has
been the Member of Parlianent for the constituency since 1982.

Speaki ng at a news conference after opening Intel's RVb643 nillion
|l atest PremiumI 1l processor assenbly and test factory in Bayan Baru, here,
Dr Mahathir said, Anwar's supporters were not |like the followers of forner
Fi nance M ni ster Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah in 1986.

Razal ei gh's supporters then left Umo to support their |eader, he said
when commenting on his working visit yesterday to Guar Perahu located in
t he Per mat ang Pauh constituency, near here.

Dr Mahathir said he did not make any reference to or nmentioned Anwar's
nane in his speech in Guar Perahu as the people were no | onger interested
to listen.

He, however, said he would explain to Umo nmenbers on the actua
situation about Anwar's case to avoi d confusion anong them

He said he al so expl ained Anwar's i ssue when he net Pul au Pi nang Umo
| eaders here yesterday. Permatang Pauh division | eaders were al so present.

Dr Mahathir visited Permatang Pauh for the first tine yesterday since
Anwar was sacked fromthe government and Unmo in Septenber |ast year.

On his visit to Pulau Pinang whi ch has been described as an el ection
campai gn, he said, opposition parties started their canpai gns two years ago
and it is now the governnment's turn.
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