07 JAN 1999
Rahi m Reacti on
UWNO YOUTH RESPECTS RAHI M S RESI GNATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Ummo Youth said today the resignation
of I nspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor showed that he is a
responsi bl e person

Its acting chief, Datuk H shamruddi n Tun Hussei n, said, however, that
the resignation should not spark a round of finger-pointing and hurling of
accusati ons because the police institution should be respected.

Hi shammuddi n was asked to comment on Abdul Rahins resignation during a
breaki ng of fast with sone 100 orphans and the handi capped at the Centra
Mar ket, here, today.

Abdul Rahim in his statement announcing his resignation effective
tomorrow, said he took full responsibility for the injuries suffered by
former deputy prine minister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwhile in police
cust ody.

H shammuddi n said that as a normal human bei ng, one coul d not escape
from maki ng m stakes and when the person was hol ding a position, he nust be
fully be accountable for the tasks he undert ook.

The novenent |eaves the matter to the | eadership, especially Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, but at the sane tine | would |ike
to rem nd everyone that the police's credibilty, ability and integrity
shoul d al ways be defended and protected,"” he said.

H sharmuddi n said Umo Youth had all this while subscribed to the
principle that no one was above the | aw.

"Umo Youth and | only want to see the existence of justice ...we
wel cone the probe to reveal the truth.”

"I hope all parties will be rational over this issue. Let us not accuse
each other but those who are guilty shoul d be exposed. This is our
principle," he said.

He said the police' s role in ensuring the nation's peace and harnony
coul d not be di sputed.

Qpposition Leader LimKit Siang said Abdul Rahim s resignation did not
address the real issue as to the identity of the culprits responsible for
Anwar' s injuries.

He said public confidence woul d suffer another grievous blowif
Mal aysi ans and the international community were nmade to feel that Abdu
Rahi mM's resignation was just an excuse for a cover-up and the ending of al
investigations into the assault.

Limsaid the first step towards the restoration of public confidence in
the institutions of the governnent in Malaysia was for the prine ninister
to announce the establishnent of a Royal Conm ssion of Inquiry.

He said the opposition should be consulted on the conposition of the
conmm ssion so that its nmenbership could command undoubt ed nati onal and
i nternational respect and acceptability.

Meanwhi | e, Suara Rakyat Mal aysia (Suaran) coordinator Elizabeth Wng
said other police officers involved in the assault, including those who had
acted to suppress such information, should be charged and brought to court
i medi atel y.

Parti Rakyat Ml aysia (PRVM) president Dr Syed Husin Ali said Abdu
RahimM s resignation was a victory for justice.

He said Dr Mahathir rmust now gi ve an assurance that the persons who
inflicted the injuries on Anwar woul d be identified, brought to court and
duly puni shed.



I n KOTA BAHARU, Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat
sai d Rahi mshoul d not have resigned as this could affect public confidence
in the police force.

"Since he has resigned, the public will say the police are fully
responsi bl e for what happened to Anwar,"” he told reporters after breaking
fast with Kel antan police personnel here.

Ni k Aziz, however, said that the decision was Rahim s and coul d have
been taken after careful consideration.
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