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KOTA BAHARU: Five nights ago, head of the Umo Kel antan |iaison Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah was invited to give a talk in PAS strongest stronghold in
the state, that is, Pengkal an Chepa.

Tengku Razaleigh invited this witer along. Hi s intention was cl ear,
that is, to show that his clains that Umo has the support of the
Kel ant anese peopl e were real and not a mirage.

It nmust be said that anyone | ooking at Kel antan fromafar would find it
hard to believe that Tengku Razal ei gh who was appoi nted the state Umo
chi ef barely four nonths ago could create nmuch inpact in the state politics
so as to enabl e the Barisan Nasional to west control of Kelantan from PAS
in the Nov 29 general election.

Nevert hel ess, the rousing wel come given to Tengku Razal ei gh at
Pengkal an Chepa can be an early rem nder to PAS in general and Menteri
Besar Datuk Haji N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat in particular, that they should not
be too arrogant as to think that they are invincible in the north-eastern
state.

State political observers say they had not to see an Umo public rally
so well received by the people (except those given by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad) since Umo was defeated by PAS in 1990 unti
Tengku Razal ei gh cane back into the party fold.

"Judgi ng fromthe overwhel mi ng support given to Tengku Razal ei gh even
i n Pengkal an Chepa, it would not be surprising for Umo to create an upset
inthis election,” said a Pulau Pinang journalist who had served in
Kel ant an when BN managed to topple PAS for the first time in the state in
1978. PAS was then in control of the state since 1959.

Pengkal an Chepa is the only parlianentary seat retained by PAS in 1978.
The state seat Chenpaka, held by N k Aziz before the dissolution of the
Parliament and state assenbly on Nov 11, is within the Pengkal an Chepa
constituency.

LARGE CROAD

What was interesting about the Tengku Razal ei gh tal k that ni ght was
that a | arge nunber of the audience were the |ocal residents or voters,
gi ving credence to Tengku Razal eigh's earlier claimthat Umo Kel antan need
not "inmport" outsiders to its ceremahs, unlike PAS

"Even if there are 200 peopl e attendi ng our ceramahs, they are genuine
supporters who can be used to gauge the real support of the people for
Umo, " he sai d.

The forner president of the defunct Parti Ml ayu Senmangat 46 (S46)
whi ch had teaned up with PAS against the BN in the 1990 and 1995 el ecti ons
said, PAS strength in the state has been eroded by its inconsistent
policies, quarrels between its | eadership, confusion in its understanding
with its partners in the Alternative Front, that is, KeAdilan, DAP dan PRM
and infighting for seats anong the party | eaders.

He said the failure of PAS to develop the state, said to be the nopst
backward in the country, and its inability to fulfill its election pledges
after 10 years of rule, also affected PAS influence in the state.

Rakyat Aware of PAS Failure
The rakyat, he said, are now aware that PAS is prepared to do what ever
even to the extent of sacrificing its own principles or original politica



struggle, just to cling to power.

"Before PAS say Umo are 'kafirs' (non-believers) because we work
together with MCA and M C. Now, PAS partner the DAP. Before, they said
(Datuk Seri) Anwar Ibrahimw ||l be appointed prine mnister if the
Alternative Front wins, then they quietly say (PAS president) Fadzil Noor
shoul d be the PMand | ately, they say they are prepared to accept a
non-Muslimto be the PMwhen in the past they said a non-believer (kafir)
cannot be a | eader.

"This is the real character of PAS |eaders ... never consistent inits
cause ... never fulfill its promses. Al these nake the rakyat of Kel antan
fed up and |l eave the party to join us,"” said Tengku Razal ei gh

KeAdi | an Pl ayed Qut?

He claimed that like his S46 party, KeAdilan would be played out by
PAS, including seats allocations, at |east, in Kelantan.

He said fromhis informati on, KeAdilan is given only one parlianentary
seat and two or three state seats in Kelantan in the com ng polls.

At the sane tine, the tussle for seats anbng the PAS | eaders has
weakened the party machinery in the state. At least two MPs, that is, Haji
Mohamad Sabu (Kubang Kerian) and Daeng Sanusi Mari ok (Rantau Panj ang),
woul d be dropped in this election.

Tengku Razal ei gh al so believed that the return of Umo's influence and
strength in the state is aided by the unity of its |eaders at the branch,
di vision and state | evel.

Many previous anal yses found that the BN had | ost in the 1990 and 1995
el ections not because PAS were too strong but nore because Umo itself were
weakened by the different self-serving factions within the party.

This time around, Umo Kelantan is al so strengthened by the return of
tens of thousands of Tengku Razal eigh's foll owers and supporters when S46
was di ssol ved in 1996.

According to Tengku Razal ei gh, the question of Umo accepting the
fornmer S46 nmenbers did not arise anynore because apart from bei ng absorbed
into the existing Umo branches, the party suprene council has given them
the greenlight to set up branches in their respective areas.

Former Kel antan S46 liaison chief, Datuk Haji Rozali |sohak, said he
bel i eved that the former S46 menbers could be the factor to tilt the votes
in favour of Umo candidates in this election, because in the 1995 el ection
al rost all the PAS candidates won with slimnmajorities, around a few
hundreds of votes.

Bef ore parlianment was dissolved, PAS had 26 out of the 43 state seats
and six of the 14 parlianmentary constituencies in Kel antan.

New Dents in PAS

Tengku Razal ei gh said he saw the birth of another PAS splinter party,
that is, PAS Baru, as a factor that could dent the strength of PASin the
com ng polls though it would not benefit Umo nuch

He said PAS nove to isolate parti Berjasa which were cooperating with
PAS in the 1990 and 1995 el ections could also result in a reduction of
votes for PAS in the Nov 29 el ection.

In spite of all these, Tengku Razal ei gh cautioned the Umo Kel ant an
| eaders not to be arrogant |ike sone PAS | eaders. He adnmitted that he does
not have an "Al addi m Lanp" to do wonders in the state, to the extent of
maki ng the BN wi n back Kel antan easily.

He said in spite of the factors favouring Umo, the road to victory is
fraught with chall enges and thorns.

"All | can say is that | am happy with the obvi ous changes anong the
Kel ant anese people to support Umo, conpared to the scenario before | was



appoi nted head of the state liaison committee.

"My only hope is that the people of Kelantan do not continue to nake a
wrong choi ce, especially when we are noving into a newmllenniumthat is
filled with challenges, conpetition, trial and tribul ation.

"PAS, as proven, do not have the capability to | ead the people to neet
these chal |l enges, " said Tengku Razal ei gh. -- Bernama

AM KGO



	UMNO'S MOVE TO CAPTURE KELANTAN IS NO PIPE DREAM (Bernama 16/11/1999)

