02 MAY 1999
Abdul | ah- Cbj ecti ve
UWNO MEMBERS MUST MEET OBJECTI VE OF PRE- | NDEPENDENCE LEADERS

TAPAH, May 2 (Bernamm) -- Every Umm nenber should preserve the party's
strength to neet the objective of its pre-Independence | eaders to establish
a sovereign, happy, safe and prosperous nation, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

"Don't let's disappoint themuntil they think that the Umo they |eft
behind is no longer strong |li ke the Umo of old which fought the British
until I ndependence was achi eved," he said.

"We nust strive to give neaning to the word i ndependence...not only
free fromforeign rule (but) also free fromother powers that want to
underm ne our econony or control us through other neans," he said when
openi ng the Tapah Umo del egates neeting, here.

"What is the nmeani ng of independence if we are influenced by outsiders
who have their own agenda? The npst inportant neani ng of independence is
that we are master of our own nation and successful in very field," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah, who is al so Umo vi ce-president, said he was confident that
Umo woul d succeed in perpetuating its strength and capability to enhance
nati onal devel opnent and the credibility of the Ml ays.

"W nust becone a race that is capable of conpeting with the strongest
in the world and not choose the weak to show of f our prowess," he said.

Abdul I ah said Umo would stick to the approach of a consensus anbng
conmponent parties in the Barisan Nasional to achi eve the objectives of the
party.

Umo had shown its appreciation to the other parties representing the
other races in jointly fighting for the aspiration of the people to achieve
success, he said.

He said that before 1969, the Ml ays' share of the econonic pie was |ess
than two per cent but after the inplenentation of the New Econom ¢ Poli cy,
their involvenent in all fields had increased.

He al so said that Ml aysia, under the |eadership of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had taken a bold stand and not bowed to pressure fromthe
I nternational Monetary Fund (I M) but had instead taken its own neasures to
i nprove its econony following the crisis in 1997.

Al t hough Mal aysia was initially criticised for its recovery efforts,
its econony was now show ng signs of recovery, he added.
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