11/ 09/ 1999
“Understand Mal aysia Inc fully' (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said he woul d instruct
the Chief Secretary to the Governnent, Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, to ensure
all civil servants understand fully and carry out the Ml aysi a

I ncor por at ed concept effectively.

The Prime M nister said nore di al ogues needed to be held between
Governnent servants, especially md-level officers, and businessnmen to
pronote a better understanding of the concept so that it would produce the
desired results.

Dr Mahathir said this when responding to points rai sed by a busi nessnan
at the 4th Bum putera Econonic Congress here. Sone Buni putera
entrepreneurs felt that they faced difficulties when seeking assistance
fromcivil servants, especially with those in the md-Ievel category.

Whi l e senior officers appeared to be nore forthcom ng with assistance,
the mid-1evel ones were sonetines |ess hel pful.

The Prinme Mnister said some civil servants had yet to fully grasp the
obj ectives of the concept. Many did not realise that the Government had a
"stake" in every business as it would collect 28 per cent in tax from
profits of conpanies, he said.

"Therefore, we would |i ke to see all businesses succeed because we wi ||
also gain fromthem It beconmes our responsibility to nmake any busi ness a
success, " he said at the dial ogue.

Mal aysia Inc is a concept where the public and private sectors work as
partners in order to facilitate the econom c devel opnent of the country in
whi ch both have a st ake.

Dr Mahat hir said senior CGovernment officers would be instructed to
expl ain the concept to all their subordinates - not once but repeatedly.
They should be told that the Government obtains substantial income from
corporate taxes which are al so spent on paying salaries of civil servants.

More than 1,300 participants - fromtraders to captains of industries -
are attendi ng the two-day congress at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

In his opening speech, the Prine Mnister assured the Bum putera
busi ness comunity that the Governnent woul d continue to provide
assi stance to Bumi putera businessnmen until they were strong enough to
conmpete with others

But they should do away w th unheal hty busi ness cul ture and practi ces.

He sai d Bumi putera businessnmen nust cultivate a culture of work that
woul d enable themto overcone chal |l enges and conpetition in the business
wor |l d. Conpetition exists not only anong the Bum putera conmunity but al so
from ot her business communities in and outside the country.

Dr Mahathir said the deliberations and resol utions of the congress would
be noted, and those that could be inplenmented woul d be carried out by the
Gover nnent .

He said he was making the pronmise as the Prime Mnister and in jest said
that he could only fulfil the pledge if he remained in the post after the
general elections, a remark that was greeted by appl ause fromthe
audi ence.

After 42 years of independence, Dr Mahathir said nany agreed that the
Bum puteras were still lagging behind in many fields conpared to other
races in the country.

Many al so agreed that as |ong as the gap was not reduced, unity and
raci al harnony could not be fully achieved, and the belief was further



strengt hened with | essons | earnt froma nei ghbouring country where riots
occurred caused by econoni ¢ i nbal ance.

"Even the non-Buni put eras now understand and accept the need to inprove
the ot of the Bum puteras. The opposition is coming fromforeigners as
they see the policy as preventing themfromcoming in and taking contro
of the econony."

He stressed that the Governnent's policies on Buni puteras were not ained
at robbing the wealth of other races but to expand the economic pie so
that everyone woul d benefit.
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