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Mahat hir-unity

UNI TY, KEY FOR CONTI NUED SUCCESS
A news anal ysis

By: Zul kefli Salleh

KUALA LUVPUR, May 23 (Bernamm) -- Be noderate and preserve unity --
that is Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s nmai n nmessage to
Mal aysi ans he addressed at the vari ous neet-the-people sessions during his
current tour of the states.

Upon recovery fromlung infection that afflicted himafter returning
fromperformng the Haj, the prime mnister relentlessly dwelled on the
fam liar subject of noderation and preserving unity when he addressed the
peopl e in Sel angor, Sabah and nobst recently, Johor

The subj ect may be a hackneyed, |et alone an entertaining one, yet
t housands of people cane to listen to his unrhetoric and strai ght forward
speech on a seenmingly trite subject.

Dr Mahat hir purposely sings an old tune agai nst the backdrop of
changi ng cul ture especially anong young Mal aysi ans who are taking unity for
granted and | osing sight of its significance, opting for street
denonstrations and resorting to violence to further a political cause.

At |ast Thursday's state dinner in Johor Baharu in conjunction with his
two-day visit to Johor, Dr Mahathir stressed that unity anong nulti-racial
Mal aysi ans based on noderation forned the very basis of the country's
success formul a.

The formul a which the Barisan Nasional governnent applied since
| ndependence pl ayed a pivotal role in Ml aysia's progress, he said.

Dr Mahathir noted that the country woul d not have enjoyed economic
progress, the way it did, without social and political stability, which in
turn woul d not be possible if not for the noderation practised by all the
races.

"Mbder ati on has al ways been the key to Mal aysia's advancenent.
Therefore let's maintain noderation,” he said earnestly.

During his visit to Sel angor the week before, Dr Mahathir told a nedia
conference that attenpts by opposition parties to replace the BN formnul a of
nmoderati on and unity with other political approaches would cause disunity.

The DAP's attenpt to revive the "Ml aysi an Mal aysi a" sl ogan of the
sixties would not be acceptable to the Ml ays and woul d cause raci al
tensi on, he said.

He cauti oned Ml aysi ans of the danger of schenes by Ml ay-based
opposition parties to replace the Malay political culture of noderation and
tol erance anong the younger generation with that of hatred towards
political foes.

Dr Mahathir |lanented that these quarters had gone to the extent of
msinterpreting the Quran to suit and justify their political ends of
sowi ng hatred through hurling abuses to gain nmass support.

Dr Mahathir, during his visit to Johor, also rem nded the peopl e about
t he negative effects of holding street denonstrations.

Mal aysi a has enjoyed political stability since 1957 because the people
knew how to practise denocracy and use the systemfor their own good, he
sai d.

"There are countries where denocracy brings nore harmthan good because
when one side wins an election, the other side will hold denonstrati on and
go on strike," he said.

Mal aysia is expected to hold by June 2000, at the latest, its next
general election which analysts said could turn out be the nost intense
yet .



The country has successly tided over her worst economic crisis with one
per cent economic growh expected for this year after suffering a
contraction | ast year.

The next greatest challenge facing the country is to preserve unity in
the wake of divisive political clinmate.
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