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Mahat hir-Uni versity
UNI VERSI TI ES SHOULD BE AGENTS OF DI SCOVERY- DR MAHATHI R

JOHOR BAHARU, Aug 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today |ocal institutions of higher |earning should take on the
role of agents of discovery in keeping with the rapid devel opnent of the
country's industrial sector.

The new mi |l enniumwoul d require institutions of higher learning to
change their direction in the devel opnment of know edge to one in line with
he devel opnents in the industrial sector, he said.

"The role of the university has changed fromthe conventional one of
bei ng a storehouse of know edge to one of generating technology," the Prine
M ni st er sai d when | aunching the "Di scovery University" the new notto of
the University Teknol ogi Ml aysia (UTM at Skudai near here.

Dr Mahathir arrived here yesterday for a two-day visit to Johor.

He sai d society | ooked upon the university as a formof comerci al
venture which needed to cone up with products which satisfied the need of
customers and that would be applicable to industry in particular the
manuf act uri ng sect or.

The Prime Mnister said industry was nmoving in the direction of
hi gh-t echnol ogy based ventures and needed nore "narket-driven" products.

"Hence apart from producing trai ned manpower, research findings are
al so anong the products of an institution of higher |earning in keeping
with current devel opnents," he said.

Dr Mahathir said developnments in the field of science and technol ogy
needed sound research activities.

He said the UTMs effort in |aunching the "Di covery University" notto

was a right nove in enhancing the process of generating products -- skilled
manpower and the | atest technology -- suitable for use by present day
soci ety.

"A country's people will progress if it has the skills, scientific
expertise and high technol ogy not just for nodifying but for inventing,
addi ng and renewi ng the needed technol ogy,"” Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime Mnister said the UTMs nove to stress on new findi ngs or
di scoveries was a positive step in the direction of becom ng a devel oped
nati on.

"To achieve this objective, rapid economic growmh is vital and this is
closely linked to the manufacturing sector, trade, investnent,
competitiveness, quality of the workforce and the ability to face
chal | enges,” Dr Mahat hir sai d.

The Prinme M nister comended the UTMfor pionering into various fields
of technology with the | atest being mari ne technol ogy which had won
recognition fromthe "International Towi ng Tank Conference."

"This recognition proves that the international community has
confidence in our abilities and it is ny hope that marine technol ogy will
see rapid devel opnent in this country," Dr Mahathir said.

He said the Marine Technol ogy Laboratory which he opened at the UTM
today, represented a plus factor in the university's efforts in the field
of marine research and further enhanced the nation's skills in the marine
i ndustry.

Dr Mahathir al so congratul ated the UTM especially the academ c staff
who had worked hard to produce nore than 45,000 graduands in the field of
sci ence and technol ogy particularly in engineering since 1972.

"The university's contribution towards the supply of manpower to



devel op the econony particularly in the field of industrialisation is very
rel evant in national devel oprment,” Dr Mahat hir said.

The Prime Mnister said the governnment had provided | arge all ocations
to raise the standard of education in the country.

Students who entered institutions of higher |earning forned an
i nportant of section of the country's workforce.

"This is because the country needs nore manpower w th know edge and
skills in the field of science and technol ogy."

"University students can bring succees to the country if they
understand their responsibilities as students,"” he added.

The Prime Mnister earlier attended a briefing on the UTM s devel opnent
fromthe Vice Chancel |l or Datuk Dr Ahmad Zaharudin Idrus and i nspected the
Ei nstein Laboratory and then opened the Marine Technol ogy Laboratory.

The RMB0 million | ab undertakes research in design, ship perfornmance
and ot her marine structures.
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