10 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r- Uni versities
UNI VERSI TI ES URGED TO KEEP ABREAST OF CHANGES

CYBERJAYA, July 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad said
today that there is a need for local universities to introduce new subjects
and di sci plines as Mal aysi a enbarks on the information age path.

"Local universities must get away fromtraditional subjects that are
not relevant in the new mllenniumand information age,"” the Prinme M nister
told a news conference at the end of the third Miltinmedia Super Corridor
(MsC) International Advisory Panel (1AP) neeting here.

He sai d al though the nunber of universities in Mlaysia had increased,
many of themstill focussed on "old types" of |earning and disciplines.

Instead, Dr Mahathir said |local universities should nove on to rel evant
subj ects such as conputer and m crochi p technol ogy whi ch woul d enabl e new
t hi ngs thought inpossible before to be done.

"Things like animation, data, information about people, conpanies and
government that can be used in doing business," he said.

He said there would not be an i medi ate revanp of the education system
but the people nmust | earn to understand that radi cal changes woul d take
pl ace including in the way the country was adm ni stered.

He sai d students shoul d be exposed to new approaches in education as
the old nmethod of rote | earning would not be enough in the information era
and that they would need to keep an open m nd regardi ng new t echnol ogi es.

"For exanple, what | learned in the university is al nost conpletely
usel ess now because there are new technol ogi es and new t hi ngs...you can do
surgery using renote control now, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said the three-day | AP neeting had enlightened himon the
future of information technology (IT) and its inpact on the econony.

He said the governnent was prepared to make the necessary adjustnents
as eventually, the country woul d have to accept know edge-based econony and
its ram fications.

The |1 AP, conprising nmultimedia industry | eaders and gurus, was forned
to advise the government on the MSC which is a 750 sq km area sout h of
Kual a Lunpur designated as a hub for nultinedia products and servi ces.

Dr Mahathir said he learned a | ot about the inportance of IT fromthe
| AP participants, futuristic thinkers who coul d nake things happen.

He said Mal aysia woul d take note of their inputs made during the
various sessions and would brief his Cabinet coll eagues to make them nore
attuned to the changes that woul d be taking place.

"We can't apply old laws...for exanple, in the old days we can censure
or ban a newspaper. Today we have | ost that power to ban anythi ng because
t hey keep on coning through...so how do we deal with it," he said.
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