24 MAY 1999
Abdul | ah- Keng Yai k
UP TO KENG YAl K TO EXPLAI N TO CABI NET, SAYS DPM

PETALI NG JAYA, May 24 (Bernamm) -- It is up to Primary Industries
M ni ster Utama Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik to explain to the Cabinet a
recent controversial statement about rubber tappers, Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today.

The cabi net woul d not seek expl anation fromLi munless the m nister
hi msel f would want to clarify, Abdull ah said.

"I't'Il be good if he takes the opportunity to enlighten the cabi net
about the issue," he said.

Reporters approached Abdul l ah on the matter after he |aunched the book
"A New Deal For Asia" written by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbhanmad, here.

He said the cabi net would have a cl ear understandi ng of how the issue
cane about if Limwould be forthconing with an expl anati on.

Last Thursday during question time at the Dewan Negara, Senator N
Mari mut hu asked Limwhy his ninistry did not propose nonthly wage for
t appers when rubber fetched good price.

Limhad replied: "How are we to pay rubber tappers nonthly wage when no
one knows what they do behind the trees."

Lim s statement angered, anpong others, the Ml aysian Trades Uni on
Congress (MruC) and the National Union of Plantation Wrkers (NUTP) which
t hought it di sparaged rubber tappers.

They had demanded that Li m apol ogi se publicly and retract his
st at enment .

Yest erday, Limdenied naking the statement in the Senate and said it
was taken out of context by a local Tam|-Ilanguage newspaper, the Ml aysian
Nanban

Lim who is Gerakan president, said he had never nmeant to insult or
hurt rubber tappers' feelings.

Limreportedly expl ai ned yesterday that he told the Senate that it was
hard to supervise estate workers unlike factory workers who worked under a
di fferent environment.

Abdul | ah was asked whether sone ministers still chose to ignore his
recent directive that mnisterial problens be discussed within the cabinet
and not through the Press.

He said he could not determ ne whether Lims statenent was really
sensational or was it the Press that sensationalised it.

Abdul I ah, who was back to work today after |eave. said he was unaware
whet her the cabi net di scussed nonthly wage for rubber tappers while he was
away.

He was al so asked about PAS' plans to set up a secretariat to | ook
after the interests of the country's Chinese comunity.

Abdul I ah, who is an Umo vice-president performng the duties of the
party's deputy president, said he could not understand why only now PAS
wanted to set up such as secretariat.

"The Chinese thenselves will determine their politics and not through
t he PAS- proposed secretariat," Abdull ah said.

He added that the Chinese community was capabl e enough in making their
own choice in the next general election.
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