29 AUG 1999
Mahat hir - F1
UP TO PETRONAS TO EVALUATE PARTNERSHI P W TH SAUBER, SAYS PM

SEPANG, Aug 29 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that it is up to Petronas whether or not to reviewits
partnership with Fornula One (F1) racing team Sauber

"That is a decision that nust be nade by Petronas. They will eval uate
it...if they want to go ahead with Sauber, that is their decision. If they
want to termnate and go with another team that will also be their
decision,” he told a news conference after flagging off the Internationa
300km Merdeka Race at the Sepang F1 Circuit, here.

Dr Mahathir was asked on the possibility of the national oi
corporation sponsoring another teamin view of the "dismal" perfornmance of
Sauber drivers in the F1 chanpi onship.

The prinme mnister said he could not pre-enpt Petronas on the matter as
it was the conmpany's project.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said Proton was now devel oping its own
engi ne whi ch he hoped would be in production in about three years.

"I think Proton is working on its own engine which | hope will be fully
desi gned and produced by Ml aysi ans.

"I't will take maybe three years before you can start actual
production," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia now had the capacity to design a new engi ne
that woul d be suitable for Ml aysian cars.

He was al so asked when t he Mal aysi an- made prot otype engi nes devel oped
by Petronas and Sauber Hol di ngs woul d be used in Proton cars.

"That engine is basically a racing engine. It may be used in sone
hi gh-end Protons but | doubt whether you can use it just for the ordinary
Protons," he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so conmended Proton engi neering, describing it as
"top-class” so much so that many conpanies were interested to form sone
sort of partnership with the national car manufacturer.

"Proton has nade the fastest progress of any new autonotive
manuf act uri ng conpany either in the devel oped or devel opi ng world. .. nuch
faster than anybody el se," he said.

On doubts expressed by sone people over the benefits to be gai ned by
the country's hosting the prestigious F1 race in Cctober, Dr Mahathir said
the race woul d be foll owed by sone 300 million people worldw de and
broadcast in nore that 50 countri es.

"If you were to work out how nuch broadcasting time would cost if you
were to project Malaysia to 300 nmillion people, you will have sone idea of
the value of the F1 race," he said.

The prinme mnister said all things Ml aysian woul d be highlighted
during the event apart fromthe background i nformation on the host country.
"So in terns of tourist dollar, it will anbunt to a huge sumover a

peri od of years," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was infornmed that nost of the seats avail abl e at
the Sepang F1 Circuit had been booked by foreigners, including the nost
expensi ve ones costing sone US$4, 000.

He said this would translate into a I ot of tourist revenues not just
for the governnent but also for the hotels and other industries.

Mal aysi a, he said, was al so keen to host similar international events
it thought capabl e of handli ng.

When asked when the country woul d produce F1 drivers, Dr Mahathir said



he did not know when this woul d happen and added that it was a skill which
needed to be acquired.

He said aspiring F1 drivers should start with go-kart racing before
moving on to other races and ultimately the F1.

"As you know, a lot of Fl drivers were forner go-kart racers," he said.

On Mal aysi a' s Al exander Yoong who was involved in a crash during the
F3000 chanpi oship race in Belgium Dr Mhathir said the incident shoul d not
stop himfromgoing ahead in his attenpt to beconme a F1 driver.

He al so confirmed that the government intended to renove the inport
duty on go-karts due to the growing interest in go-kart racing.

Seventy-two Proton cars participated in the 55-1ap race held in
conjunction with the Merdeka Day cel ebrati on on Aug 31.
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