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UP TO SABAHANS, SAYS PM ON CM ROTATI ON

ALOR SETAR, March 22 (Bernama) -- It is up to the people of Sabah to
decide if they want to continue with the present systemof rotating the
state's chief mnistership, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d today.

"If the mpjority of the people think the rotation systemshould not be
continued, the governnent is willing to reviewthe nmatter,"” he told a news
conference here at the end of a two-day visit to Kedah.

The prinme mnister said this when asked if the governnent was prepared
to review the systemgi ven Umo's huge nunerical advantage over the other
parties in the Sabah Barisan Nasional (BN) which scored a big winto retain
power in the March 12 and 13 state el ection.

O the 31 seats in the State Legislative Assenbly won by the BN, Umo
scored a 100 per cent success rate when all its 24 candi dates were el ected,
whil e the Sabah Denocratic Party (PDS) won only two of the 12 seats it
contested, with three seats coming fromthe Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP)
and two fromthe Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP).

The other 17 seats were won by the opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah
(PBS).

Asked how t he peopl e of Sabah coul d make known their decision on the
matter, Dr Mahathir said they could express their views through the proper
channel s.

Sabah Umo chi ef Datuk Gsu Sukam was appoi nted chief mnister |ast week
repl aci ng PDS president Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, who also lost in the
el ecti on.

Under the system he will after two years be replaced by a BN party
| eader fromthe Kadazandusun comunity and then fromthe Chi nese community.

The prime minister was al so asked about the appoi ntnent of PDS deputy
president Datuk WIfred Bunburing, who was defeated in the el ection, as one
of Sabah's three deputy chief ministers, and the possibility that due to
his seniority, soneone who | ost the election would be the next chi ef
mnister after Gsu.

"It is up tothe PDS (later) to nonminate who anong its | eaders would be
the chief mnister. After all, two fromthe PDS were elected in the
el ection,” he added, referring to Datuk Wnces Angang and Datuk Siringan
Gubat .

Angang was anpng new state ministers in Gsu's cabinet |ine-up announced
over the weekend.
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