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Mahat hi r - Di sci pline
UPHOLD DI SCI PLI NE, MALAYSI ANS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, March 7 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi ans nust uphol d di scipline
and observe the rule of law to ensure peace and progress in the country,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

In this way, they would never need to bow to any foreign power, he said
when | aunchi ng a gat hering of sone 5,000 Chi nese calisthenics enthusiasts
at the Merdeka Square, here

The event was organi sed by the MCA with the cooperation of the
Federati on of Waitankung Associ ations, the Ml aysi an Federation of the 18th
Formof Taiji Q Gong Associations and the Ml aysi an Neitankung, to pronote
patriotism

"If you notice, our nation is not easily dom nated by others.

"There was an attenpt to force us to bowto certain foreign agencies
whose objective is to weaken us further, but it failed because the people
are |l oyal and disciplined," he said.

The prinme minister said that although sone people had given in to
i ndi scipline by staging protests and denonstrations, the majority of
Mal aysi ans chose to observe rul es and regul ati ons.

He said that rules and regulations were only effective if they were
adhered to and respect ed.

Dr Mahat hir congratul ated the MCA whi ch had conducted vari ous
activities to pronote discipline and loyalty to the country.

He said that this was remarkabl e as the sense of discipline and |oyalty
was pronoted not only anpong the MCA nenbers but al so the Chinese conmunity
and ot her races.

"We cannot deny that our econony becane stronger due to the acunen of
the Chinese in the fields of econony, trade and industry.

"Due to their capability, our econom c and financial position has not
been badly affected even though the ringgit has been deval ued and our share
mar ket has declined. This was due to discipline and adherence of the |aw, "
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that Malaysia was a nulti-racial country but the
peopl e had been able to live in peace and harmony t hrough tol erance of each
other's culture and | anguages.

He said that the Chinese in the country had been able to practise their
cul ture which had remained intact.

He was confident that today's event could help contribute towards
nat i on- bui | di ng.

Practising Chinese calisthenics like taiji, neitankung and waitankung
could pronpte a sense of well-being and | evel - headedness.

"I wish you could practice it daily. It will contribute towards a
stabl e nation that can becone prosperous, and capabal e of protecting and
defending its sovereignty against attacks by people who want to deprive us
of our independence," he said.

Anong those present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, MCA
president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and his wife, Datin Ena Ling, Deputy
MCA president Datuk LimAh Lek and several MCA m nister and deputy
m ni sters.
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