08 JAN 1999
Mahat hi r - Counci |
UPREME COUNCI L ELECTI ONS POSTPONED, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- The el ections of Umo Suprene Counci l
menbers, schedul ed for June this year, has been postponed, Umo president
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

Thi s deci sion was reached in the three-hour Suprene Council neeting at
the party's headquarters here.

Dr Mahathir told a press conference after the neeting that under the
party's constitution, the Suprene Council elections could be postponed up
to 18 months fromthe date of the party's general assenbly which is
schedul ed in June this year.

"The existing nenbers of the Suprenme Council w |l thus be maintained,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the decision also neant that the post of Unmo deputy
president will not be filled until the Supreme Council el ections expected
inthe 18 nonths tine.

He said the decision to postpone the Suprene Council elections was to
enabl e Umo to focus on preparations for the com ng general el ections
"whi ch have to be held not later than April 2000".

The Umo Suprene Council elections is held every three years. The
elections is to fill the 25 Suprene Council seats as well as for the posts
of party president, deputy president and three vice-presidents.

Dr Mahathir said the Suprene Council nenbers were al so unani mous in
their decision for the post of Deputy Prinme Mnister to be filled now

"As such, we have agreed that the post of Deputy Prime M nister be
filled," he said.

He then announced the appoi ntnent of Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badaw
as the new Deputy Prinme Mnister.
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