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US shoul d not insult Malaysia's dignity by ignoring BN s victory

L.T. Kim

THE US admini stration i s obviously jeal ous of the resoundi ng victory
achi eved by the Barisan Nasional in the free and denocratic general
el ection on Nov 29.

The new mandat e gi ven by the voters to the BN nmust have left a sour
taste in the nmouth of the politicians on Capitol Hill. That is why they
went out of their way to belittle our el ectoral process by deliberately
congratul ating the Qpposition for losing and ignoring the BN for w nning.

Such a bl atant violation of the normand etiquette of internationa
di pl omacy is not only in the worst taste but al so betrays the deep hatred
of the US Governnment towards our Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad si mpl y because he has the noral courage to chanpi on the cause of
t he devel opi ng worl d and poi nt out the hypocrisy and excesses of rich and
power f ul nati ons.

One need not | ook very far to see that the US admini stration holds a big
grudge agai nst Mal aysi a because neither the | eadershi p nor the majority of
peopl e want to kowt ow to Uncl e Sam

Hi story has shown that a nation that panders to the whins and fanci es of
the overlords in Washington will be put on a pedestal. But the nonent that
nati on becomes a little assertive inits opinions on the Wite House's
wheel i ngs and dealings, it | oses favour quickly.

Furt hernore, the Oval Ofice has al so shown that its pronise to liberate
t he oppressed fromwar-nongering despots can turn out to be nothing nore
than an illusion.

The Kurds in northern lraqg will attest to this.

The peopl e of Kosovo are wonderi ng what has happened to all the western
prom ses of reconstruction foll owi ng a nost ext ensi ve bonbi ng canpai gn by
the US-1ed Nato in the Bal kans.

W, as freedom| oving Mal aysi ans, nust be aware of the US Governnent's
dubi ous agenda for our country. The Wite House brooks no criticismfrom
countries it considers | ess powerful.

It subscribes to the doctrine of might is right and because it possesses
a huge arsenal of weapons of nmass destruction and a fat bank account, it
wi Il have no qual ns about interfering in the affairs of others.

One of the biggest jokes around must surely be that the US
adm nistration's assertion that Ml aysia should be censured for its
out spoken vi ews on i ssues affecting the devel opi ng worl d because i n havi ng
the courage to call a spade a spade, Ml aysia, according to the Wite
House, is posing athreat to Arerica's national security. How paranoid can
one get? Asnmall nation |like ours threatening the security of a superpower
like the US! This certainly takes the cake.

It will also be recalled that when US Secretary of State Madel ei ne
Al bright insisted on neeting Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mduring a side
neeting of the Apec Summit in KL in 1997 and becane recal ci trant when her
wi sh was not acceded to, International Trade and | ndustry M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Rafidah Aziz got the | ast shot in by suggesting that she would |ike
to nmeet independent US prosecutor Ken Starr when she visited the US next.
Al bright's jaw dropped at Rafidah's raspy retort.

The next day, when he | earned about the incident (apparently from
Al bright), US State Departnent spokesman James Rubi n descri bed Rafidah's
remar ks as patheti c.

Well, Rubin, et metell youthis very plainly. Your | atest action of



del i berately congratul ating the Qoposition for |osingthe general election

and sneering at the BN s popul ar victory is not only nore pathetic but it
al so stinks.

The people of Malaysia will stand by the Governnment they |l egally
elected. Don't insult our dignity with your arrogance and by belittling

t he denocratic progress for el ecting our Government. W don't need peopl e
like youto tell us howto vote and run our country.
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