19/ 06/ 1999

US think-tank "had ties with Anwar'

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - A US-based think-tank which took part in a United
St at es Congr essi onal Sub-Conmittee hearing on Mal aysia i n Washi ngt on D. C.
yesterday has known ties with forner Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim

During the 1 1/2-hour hearing t hened "Ml aysi a: Assessi ng the Mahat hir
Agenda", Dougl as Paal, president of the Asia Pacific Policy Centre,
recomended to nmenbers of Congress that the US mai ntain a correct but cool
relationship with the Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad Gover nnent .

The Centre was established in 1993 and seeks cl oser ties between US
busi ness and political | eaders and their counterparts in the Asia Pacific
regi on.

Since 1994, the Centre has held four Pacific dialogues in Ml aysia. The
Centre's website lists Anwar as the di al ogues' patron.

The di al ogues were co-sponsored by the Centre, in conjunction with the
Institute of Policy Research (1 KD), a known Anwar think-tank, and the
Institute of Strategic and International Studies (Isis).

During the fourth dial ogue, held fromJan 11 to 13 | ast year, Anwar and
US Defence Secretary WIlliamsS. Cohen co-chaired the first session, while
Anwar and fornmer US State Secretary Dr Henry Ki ssinger, co-chaired the
second.

Paal is the forner National Security Council's Asian Affairs senior
director, and was al so a former NSC speci al assi stant under the Bush and
Reagan Admi ni strati ons.

Paal was one of three witnesses who answered questions on Mal aysia from
the nenbers of the sub-committee. The others were Ral ph Boyce, Deputy
Assi stant Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific Affairs, and Dr
Li nda Lim a Singaporean teaching at the University of M chigan Busi ness
School .

Bernana reported that Lim who hol ds degrees in economics fromthe
Uni versities of Canbridge, Yal e and M chi gan, repeatedly downpl ayed t he
role that currency and capital control neasures played in Malaysia's
econoni c recovery.

Limis al so the founder and editor of the Journal of Asian Business, and
has consulted for US conpani es, private think-tanks, United Nations
agenci es, and the Organisation for Econom c Co-operati on and Devel opnent
(CECD) .

Mal aysi a' s Anrbassador to the US Dat uk Ghazzal i Shei kh Khalid had call ed
the experts "blatantly biased and ill-inforned."

He said Paal's views were conprom sed by the fact that his Centre had
col l aborated with Anwar and had benefited fromdonations fromAnwar and
hi s associ at es.

As for Lim Ghazzali said: "She does not seemto appreciate the
ci rcunst ances under which capital controls were put in placein Ml aysia
and the positive inpact it had on our economnic recovery."

In his presidential address at the openi ng of the Umo general assenbly
today, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad read out the report
and regretted that Mal aysi a was not even given t he opportunity to defend
i tsel f agai nst overseas canpai gn to smear the country.
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