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Use | egal avenue to cl ear name

A. Kadir Jasin

MORE t han the fact that he dares to take a very hi gh personal risk by
maki ng a statutory decl aration all eging financial inproprieties against
the former Deputy Prinme Mnister and M nister of Finance, it is the
accuser's uni que position that adds wei ght to the accusati on.

Dat uk Abdul Murad Khalid is no ordinary accuser. He i s an accuser whom
anybody with shady or i nproper business and financi al deal i ngs shoul d
fear.

The fornmer Bank Negara assistant governor knows a | ot of intimate
detail s concerni ng t he busi ness deal i ngs of peopl e cl ose to Dat uk Seri
Anwar | brahim

For years, the slightly-built and m | d-nmannered central bank officer
wi el ded consi derabl e influence in Anwar's Finance Mnistry.

He was t he principal inplenentor of many of Anwar's busi ness deal i ngs
because he was anong the fewtop civil servants who possessed deep
under st andi ng of the econony, busi ness and hi gh finance.

He is a good man and a know edgeabl e civil servant. But |ike many young
and not - so-young peopl e who cane under the spell of the forner DPM he
was, as he confessed in the statutory declaration, "expl oited and nmade use
of ".

Havi ng known Anwar since the day he was brought into Umo by Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in March 1982, and Murad fromthe | ater part of the
80s, | dare say that the latter's sworn allegation is the nost dami ng
i ndi ctnent of Anwar's years at the Finance M nistry.

Murad was no doubt one of Anwar's nobst powerful operators during that
period. He was respected and even feared because he knew his stuff.

Soneone told nme that Murad had gone to the sanme sekol ah agama (Islamc
religious school) as another of Anwar's former operator, the forner Umo
Yout h chief, Datuk Ahmad Zahid Ham di.

It may seemthat the only way for those inplicated by Murad to cl ear
their names is to do what Dr Chandra Muzaffar is doing - fight fire with
fire.

Since Murad resorted to | egal recourse by naking a statutory
declaration, it is only fair that those wishing to clear their nanes
shoul d al so use the sane avenue.
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