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VACANT GOVERNMENT BUI LDI NGS TO BE SOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, June 16 (Bernama) -- Governnent office buil dings vacated
by mnistries and departnents in their shift to the Putrajaya new
adm ni strative centre will be sold, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
t oday.

The sal e revenues woul d be used to part finance the construction of
Putrajaya, the Prine Mnister told reporters after chairing the | ast
Cabi net nmeeting held at the Prime Mnister's Departnent (JPM, Bukit
Perdana in Jalan Dato' Onn here.

The JPM woul d shift from Mnday to its new office in Block A Federa
Governnment Administrative Centre, Putrajaya. Bukit Perdana has been the
Mal aysi an governnent's centre of admi nistration for al nbst 42 years.

On the JPM main office block in Bukit Perdana which housed the office
of the Prine Mnister, Dr Mahathir said there had been proposals to turn it
into a nmuseum

"There are such proposals as it has been the office of the Prine
M ni ster since the tine of Tunku Abdul Rahman (the first Ml aysian PM, so
a lot on the history of Ml aysia's independence is connected to this
bui I di ng.

"I hope only this building is turned into a nuseumas to turn the ot her
governnent offices too into nuseuns woul d be very costly. W want to sel
of f sone to part finance the construction of Putrajaya,"” he said.

Civil servants in the JPMs | nplenentation and Coordi nation Unit and
Nati onal Security Division as well as the office of the Chief Secretary to
the Governnment were the first batch to start work in Putrajaya.

The shift by the various mnistries and Federal governnent departnents
to Putrajaya will be done in stages according to the conpletion of the
specific buildings to house them

The shift is expected to be fully conpleted by year 2005 when 15, 000
residential units are conpleted to accommpdate the civil servants.

Putrajaya, on a 7,000ha site, is 40kmfrom Kual a Lunpur and is a
component of the Multimedi a Super Corridor (MSC)

It is the backbone in the formati on of an el ectronic governnent to
i nprove the quality of service to the people.
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