10 DEC 1999
Mahathir-Criteria
VARI QUS CRI TERI A USED TO PI CK CABI NET LI NE-UP, SAYS DR MAHATH R

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 10 (Bernama) -- Various criteria are used to pick the
Cabi net line-up and ot her governnent administration nenbers, said Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The performance of ministers in the previous Cabinet as well as the
performance of the conponent parties of the Barisan Nasional (BN) in the
Nov 29 general election were al so assessed, he said.

Dr Mahathir said he al so needed to ensure bal ance between the BN
conponent parties, the states and the gender aspect too.

"Quite a lot have to be taken into consideration," he said when asked
of the criteria used to pick Cabi net nenbers.

"It was quite difficult to get the nanes. That was why it was a little
| ate (the announcenent)."

Dr Mahathir, the BN chairman, said after announcing the Cabinet |ine-up
and ot her governnent admi nistration menbers here today that he had to take
into account all aspects in naking his choice.

Two new faces in the Cabinet are Agriculture Mnister Datuk Mhaned
Ef fendi Norwawi and Education M nister Tan Sri Misa Mhanad.

Datuk Rais Yatim a former Information M nister and Foreign Mnister,
has been appointed Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent and Tan Sri
Bernard Donpok is back to his Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent
post .

Deputy Mnisters pronoted to Mnisters are Datuk H shamruddi n Tun
Hussein (Youth and Sports), Datuk Mhanmed Nazri Abdul Aziz (Entrepreneur
Devel opnent), Datuk Azm Khalid (Rural Devel oprment), Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn
(Hurmman Resources) and Datuk Ong Ka Ting (Housing and Local Governnent).

Johor is represented by six Mnisters, Perak (4), Kedah (3), Sabah (3),
Sarawak (3), Pahang (3), Pulau Pinang (2), Negeri Senbilan (1), Perlis (1)
and Mel aka (1).

Ter engganu and Kel antan have no representative in the new Cabi net.

The breakdown accordi ng to conponent parties shows Umo has 16
M nisters, MCA (4), MC (1), Cerakan (1), Akar (1), UPKO (1), PBDS (1),
SUPP (1) and PBB (1).

On Terengganu and Kel antan bei ng unrepresented in the Cabinet, Dr
Mahat hir said both states have no vacancy in the Dewan Negar a.

Whil e representatives fromthe two states woul d be appoi nted from anong
Senat e nenbers, Dr Mahathir said he would have to wait until there is a
vacancy before the appoi ntnents coul d be consi dered.

In the Nov 29 general election, BNfailed to win any parlianentary seat
in Terengganu while in Kel antan, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah was the only BN
victor, winning the Gua Miusang parlianentary seat.

On the reduction in the nunber of women Mnisters fromthree to two, Dr
Mahat hir said: "I regret very much that | cannot have three. | had wanted
to have three or nore but it is not possible".

The two wonmen M nisters are National Unity and Social Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man and M nister of International Trade
and | ndustry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Siti Zaharah, previously Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent,
took over fromDatin Paduka Zal eha |Ismail who has been dropped.



Asked if Umo vice president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak was nmoved from
Education to Defence in view of his slim241-vote winning mgjority for the
Pekan parlianmentary seat in the general election, Dr Mahathir replied:
"No".

"It is because we want to have a new (Education) minister drawn from
outside,” he said in referring to Tan Sri Misa Mhanad, the former
Uni versiti Sains Ml aysi a vice-chancel |l or who was named t he new Educati on
M ni ster.

As to why Tengku Razal ei gh was not appointed, Dr Mahathir said: "W
make the choices (on the appointnents) based on the criteria | nentioned
just now'.

Asked if any BN conponent party had requested for additional
representations, he said only Gerakan was given an additional Parlianmentary
Secretary's post.

On MCA secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh being dropped, Dr
Mahat hir said it was the MCA' s deci sion.

Dat uk Ong Ka Ti ng took over from Ti ng as Housing and Local Governnent
M ni ster.

Dr Mahathir said he would direct all nministers to declare their assets
to him

"I have ways and neans," he said when asked if he was going to ensure a
nore systenmatic way of declaring assets.
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