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Various inplications of the polls
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ELECTIONS i n sone countries are hazardous affairs, with fights, shootings
and deaths. Fortunately, in spite of contrary predictions, our 10th
general election went snoothly and successfully in peace wi thout any
untoward i nci dents. For this we have nuch to be grateful for

As expected, the Mal aysi an el ectorate gave the Bari san Nasional a clear
and thunping victory, with nore than two-thirds of the seats in
Parl i ament.

This is firmsupport and endorsenent of the policies it has carried out
inthe last five years, a nationalist policy ained at defendi ng and
protecting the rights of the people and the nati on and of devel opi ng t he
country economcally and socially - in fact on all fronts.

The opposition front's dreamof toppling the Nati onal Front (Barisan
Nasi onal ) was conpl etely shattered

Even the nore nobderate aimof DAP' s LimKit Siang of denying the BN a
two-thirds majority did not materialise although the Qpposition gained
nore parliamentary seats than in the | ast general el ection.

That they should fail to achieve this was a foregone concl usi on as the
peopl e were not convinced that they shared a coherent policy in spite of
their hard attenpts to present a facade of one.

Attenpts to devel op a two-party systemof the European or Anerican type
fail to realise that European or Anerican history is not the sane as
Mal aysi an history.

That is the first and nost inportant verdict of the whol e Ml aysi an
nati on regardl ess of racial origin.

I't shoul d not be confused with other secondary verdicts.

| want to stress this as there have been suggestions that the Ml ay
el ectorate is turning agai nst the National Front. This is an insidious
propaganda that only our enemnies nmake to divide us. We should not fall for
this.

Havi ng said that, we nust al so gi ve cogni zance to ot her side verdicts.

The first of these is that the backward and reactionary i deol ogy of Pas
i s holding fast in Kel antan and has gai ned ground in Terengganu and is
maki ng i nroads in Kedah

This is a dangerous trend and al though | do not believe that it wll
last long (as it thrives on ignorance, fal sehood and propaganda), it is
danger ous enough to warrant all patriots, especially Umo | eaders, to
address it fast.

They fail to do this only at the peril of the whole country, not of the
Mal ay comunity al one.

As the sayi ng goes, two wongs do not nake one right. One does not react
agai nst the perceived materialismof Umo by going agai nst materialist
devel oprent al t oget her

Umo nust grant that within the | ast two decades it has lost itself in
the web of materialism

The idealismof its early nationalist struggle has waned and has been
replaced by a scranble for power, position, wealth and gl ory.

Qusted Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim although hinself such a scranbl er
opportunistically exploited this feeling of di senchant ment anong t he
yout hs and the middl e cl ass.

Umo | eaders nmust address this deficiency by devel opi ng and adhering to
a uni fied phil osophy of nationalismand | slam ¢ humani smand



internationalism This is the only rational way ahead.

Sone comment at ors have expressed the fear that Umo m ght now out - Pas
Pas in this gane of Islanic orientation.

One nmight say that that was what Pusat |slam headed by Dr Abdul Hamid
O hman, BN s Sik parlianentarian (nowironically defeated by |ife Pas
menber writer Shahnon Ahmad of Shit fame), was trying to do.

It obviously has failed.

Has Ikim(Institute of Islam c Understandi ng) succeeded where Pusat
I slam has fail ed?

There i s no doubt that Ikimhas brought Islamc fame to Mal aysia and to
Dr Mahat hir as an Isl am c thinker and fighter. But anong the ordinary
Mal ays, a m sgui ded Pas "Islanm c" world-view still holds sway.

The way to deal with this problemis to call the Muslinms back to the
humani sti c and uni versal teachi ngs of the Quran, which neither supports
the Christian Church-derived sanctity of the theol ogical class - the so-
call ed ulama - nor a backward-1 ooki ng worl d-view

This is an extrenely important nmatter and has to be undertaken, however
difficult it may seemat first sight. Nowthat Dr Mahat hir hinsel f has
been unreservedly hit by this class, he should have no doubt that he
shoul d acconplish this task. It nmust be acconplished both at the nationa
and international |evels.

The situation, both nationally and internationally, is ripe for such an
under t aki ng.

The smal l er verdict is that nmany have voted agai nst Bari san
Nasi onal , not because they |ike Pas, or Keadilan, or DAP, but out of
protest agai nst either the party, or the candi date, or both.

| think thisis clear in the case of the Sik parlianentary constituency
where the voters had to choose between two candidates. It can al so be seen
inthe many | arge votes obtai ned by fail ed opposition candi dates.

The third "side" verdict is the nmost worrying of all. It is the verdict
of support for obvious deceit, slander and fal sehood. This is stuff for
national destruction.

In spite of clarification by Umo | eaders regardi ng Anwar's di sni ssa
and in spite of clear evidence that he is the darling of the neo-
coloni alists (who are behind hi mand his supporters in wanting to topple
nationalist Dr Mahathir) there is still a significant nunber of voters who
believe in these lies and fal sehood.

Go back to early Islanmic history during the time of Caliph U hman and
Cali ph Ali and one can find di sconcerting simlarities between our
situation now and the situation then

Fast, firmand suitable action nust be taken to rectify this.

There is not the slightest doubt that we must go back to the Ml ay
national i st basis of Umo's early struggl es, nownecessarily broadened
i nto Mal aysi an nationalism to enbrace the rightful aspirations of other
ethni c groups in the Mal aysi an nation

To survive, a nation nust be based in firmroots; its history, culture
and religious traditions. The Mal ay community supplies these roots.

But the tree of the Malay community nust ever enliven itself with fresh
nutrition that other communities provide to it and with devel opi ng
international culture

Only then will it grow ever stronger. The backward-1 ooki ng i deol ogy of
Pas can only bring it destruction, but Umo, nore or | ess on the right
path, nmust be bol d and determnm ned enough to change itself to enbrace and
practise a nore correct philosophy of struggle, and in thus changi ng
itsel f, change the devel opi ng Mal aysi an nati on to survi ve and succeed i n
the comi ng century and the new m || enni um
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