10/ 07/ 1999

"Reinvent varsities to nmeet changi ng demands'

CYBERJAYA, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today said
there was a need to reinvent universities to neet the changi ng demands of
the emerging digital society.

He said as new technol ogi es brought about new dermands fromthe
wor kpl ace, nore adults fromdiverse soci o-econom ¢ backgrounds, were
seeki ng education and skills necessary for their careers.

Speaki ng at the | aunching of the RM350 million Miltinedia University
(MW) here, he said emerging informati on and conmuni cati ons technol ogi es
had renoved the constraints of space and tine.

"The current style of education in which degree programes are conpl eted
| ong before the know edge i s needed has shifted to "just-in-tine"
education, and eventually to "just-for-you" educational progranmnes
tailored to nmeet specific lifelong | earning requirenents," he said.

Wth powerful conputers and hi gh-speed networks, educational services
could be delivered to anyone at any place and tine. The services, he said,
were no | onger confined to canpus or academ ¢ schedul es.

Dr Mahathir said the change was al so necessary as new i nformati on and
communi cati ons technol ogi es had enabl ed the transition fromstudent to
|l earner, fromfaculty-centred to |l earner-centred and fromstudent to a
i felong menber of a | earning community.

"The trends | referred to will provide substantial spin-offs to the
econony if we are geared to take advantage of the opportunities,” he said,
adding that in the United States al one, higher |earning was a US$175
billion (RM665 billion) a year enterprise.

"As soci ety beconmes nore dependent upon know edge workers, the gl oba
know edge busi ness woul d becone one of the nost active growh industries
of our times," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysian institutions of higher |earning nust exploit
the growi ng market.

"Conpetition is increased, as virtual education providers nake their
entrance into this market to conpete with traditional institutions,” he
sai d.

He said Mal aysia's continued enphasis on education was al so based on the
belief that the greatest |ong-termchallenges to its conpetitiveness m ght
not be in the current financial regulations or exchange rate nanagenent.

"It may lie in our ability to devel op special software such as quality
of education and enhancenent of science and technol ogy.

"W need to harness the full power of technology and intellectua
capital to have sustained growmh," he said, adding that to achieve this,
there nust be a radical change in the country's educational outl ook.

He said the process had been started at the grassroots level with the
Smart School s Multimedi a Super Corridor flagships application.

This, he said, nmust now be extended upwards into tertiary education with
the MU as "the vanguard of our initiative."

Dr Mahathir said to becone a | earning society, Ml aysians nmust nmake an
effort to elinmnate cultural and societal barriers that had served as
stunbl i ng bl ocks for innovative thinking and pursuits.

He said only then they would be able to develop the intellectual capital
and achi eve the conpetitive edge needed to conpete in the next mllennium
"Al though we do not expect an overni ght transformation of our society,

we rmust expedite this process of change.



"As our society devel ops and evolves, nmindsets will change to becone
nmore open and conduci ve to innovation,"” he said.

On MW, Dr Mahathir said its m ssion would extend beyond the nere
provi sion of specialised IT and multi medi a courses.

It is designed to venture beyond the concept of traditional institutions
of higher learning to neet the changes of the new digital age.

"A key indicator will be its ability to becone truly world-class in
order to attract and produce the best in terns of faculties and students,”
he said, adding that the "best and brightest” would formsynergistic
networks with the industry and students.

He said the MMJ was not an ordinary university as it would becone the
cultural heart and intellectual nerve centre of the |earning society to be
created within the Cyberjaya conmmunity.

He said the investnent in the MMU was necessary both due to the need to
catal yse changes in the educational systemand to create econonic
benefits.

Dr Mahathir said being at the heart of the MSC, the MW could al so
| everage its position by forging nmeani ngful |inkages with industries,
especially leading multinationals and web-shapers with cutting-edge
t echnol ogi es.

He said he was glad to note that the MMU was al ready i nvolved in
col | aborative efforts with nore than 60 conpani es.

Dr Mahat hir added that the opening of the MVMU signified the readiness
and capability of the MSC to generate a critical mass of quality know edge
wor kers for MBC status conpani es.

"I't will also be the nerve centre of the Cyberjaya intelligent city,
net wor ki ng academicia, enterprise and the community," he said, adding that
the university was envisioned as a centre of know edge creation and
di ssem nation not only for the MSC but for the entire region.

He said the MVU whi ch enbraced a |iberal phil osophy of |earning
transcendi ng | anguage and cul tural barriers, would one day becone a
| eadi ng centre for know edge for the Digital Age.

"Enbraci ng an open phil osophy of learning, it will transcend cul tural
and national barriers. In fact, we would encourage institutions using even
foreign | anguages as nmedi umof instruction to be based in the MW, " he
added.

MWJ, which was the first private university, was set up as Universiti
Tel ekomin Ml acca in Novenber 1996 offering education in the fields of
engi neering, information technol ogy, creative multinmedi a and managenent.

Commencing its operation in June, the MMJis built to conduct a spectrum
of information technol ogy and nmulti nedi a based courses at the
under gr aduat e and postgraduate | evel s.
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