19 OCT 1999
Venezuel a- wel cone
VENEZUELAN PRESI DENT GETS CEREMONI AL WELCQOVE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernamm) -- Venezuel an President Hugo Raf ae
Chavez Frias, who is here on a three-day state visit, was accorded a
cerenmoni al wel conme at Parliament Square here.

He was met on arrival at the square by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah.

Prime Mnister Datuk Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi were al so present.

After the national anthens of both countries were played, Sultan
Sal ahuddi n acconpani ed the President for the customary inspection of the
guar d- of honour mounted by 108 officers and men of the First Batallion of
the Royal Malay Regi nent |ed by Major Abdul Basit Abdul Rahnman.

Chavez Frias was then introduced to nenbers of the cabinet and
di pl omati c corps.

Chavez Frias, who arrived yesterday, is on his first visit to East and
Sout heast Asi a since assuning the presidency |ast February.

H's itinerary here includes calling on the Yang di-Pertuan Agong and
holding talks with Dr Mahathir.

According to the Foreign Mnistry, the visit was ai ned at strengthening
Venezuel a- Mal aysi a ti es and exchangi ng vi ews and experiences w th Ml aysi an
| eaders on econom ¢ devel opnent and international issues.

The presidential entourage includes senior officers of the Venezuel an
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent, Commrerce and Production, |nfrastructure, Energy
and M nes and Sci ence and Technol ogy ninistries.
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