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By: Azman U ang

ULAN UDE (Russia), Aug 21 (Bernama) -- It was not a Russian but a
Mal aysi an pilot who stole the show during a flight denonstration at one of
Russia's |l eading aircraft manufacturers which the Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad vi sited here Saturday.

Retired Royal Malaysian Air Force (RVAF) Lieutenant Col onel A Mini sany
took to the air in a M-171 heavy-duty helicopter, which he never piloted
before, in a 15-mnute flight drill for Dr Mahathir who toured the U an Ude
Avi ation Plant for over three hours.

Muni sanmy, 53, now a proj ect nmanager with Aerospace |ndustries Ml aysia
Sdn Bhd (AIM, was not in a pilot's uniformbut in business suit.

As he alighted fromthe helicopter, he was swarmed by the Russian nedi a
and intervi ewed by tel evision reporters.

Better known as Sam Muinisany was with the RVAF for 31 years and has
| ogged 5,000 hours of flying time, nmostly flying its Nuri or American-nade
Si kor sky hel i copter.

Asked by the Russian reporters to comment on the perfomance of the
helicopter, he said he would "nobst definitely" recommend to the RVAF to buy
the M-171.

"It's a sinple and practical helicopter to fly. It handles very well,"
he sai d.

He said it was tinme that the RVAF | ooked to Russia for its helicopter
needs as the country produced work-horses without the frills which only
woul d add up the cost of such aircraft.

"I wished | had this helicopter when | was with the RVAF. It would
definitely enable the air force pilots to do their job better flying troops
and goods," said Muni sany, who hails from Kual a Lunpur.

He said the M-171 was definitely a better aircraft to handl e than the
Nuri and despite being bigger, could do nore flight rmanoeuvres than |ighter
hel i copt ers.

Muni sany sai d Russi an-nade helicopters were much cheaper than those
made i n nost ot her countries because the manufacturers were nore concerned
about the reliability factor than aesthetic features.

Al M presi dent Lieutenant-Ceneral (Rtd) Datuk Seri Yunus Tasi, who was
Muni sany' s boss when both were with the air force, was anong those who
congratul ated himafter the flight denobnstration.

"Congratul ations, Sam You are a star overnight," said Yunus, in the
m dst of the TV interview

I ncidentally, Yunus is now Minisany's boss as well at AIM the
Mal aysi an gover nment - owned conpany formed to spearhead the country's
devel oprent in the aerospace industry.

Yunus and a del egation of AIMofficials are here for talks with the
Russi ans on possible joint ventures in the industry, in conjunction with Dr
Mahat hir's visit.
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