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Victory reflects changes in voters sentinents

Rashi d Yusof

ASresults trickled inlast night, factors whichtilted the bal ance for
Bari san Nasi onal qui ckly becane abunduntly clear - the ruling party's
unprecedented victory in Ranau, one of the 14 Kadazandusun seats, and in
Musl immajority constituenci es won by Parti Bersatu Sabah in 1994.

This, coupled with a 100 per cent show ng by BN including Umo in all
Muslimmajority seats, sealed the victory for the ruling party whose final
tally was 31 seats, just one short of the two-thirds majority.

Once this was evident (it surfaced at around 10pmwhen the score was
20: 13 in favour of BN), PBS would have to win all six Chinese najority
seats plus several Muslimconstituencies and the nmixed seats as well.

But this did not happen when BN retai ned El opura, one of the Chi nese-
maj ority seats where Datuk Tham Nyi p Shen (BN SAPP) inproved his mpjority
from870 to 1, 930.

Failing to get all 14 Kadazandusun and Chi nese-majority seats neant
that PBS nust do well in the 27 Muslimnmgjority seats which are BN
st ronghol ds.

When PBS won 25 seats in 1994, it took a few of the Muslimnajority
seats, including Klias, through Datuk Laji mUki n and t he nei ghbouri ng
constituency of Kuala Penyu won by Datuk Wences Anggang.

However, this time, Lajim noww th BN, won with an i nproved majority of
3,770 agai nst 405 in 1994.

Wences, secretary-general of Parti Denokrati k Sabah of Tan Sri Bernard
Dompok, energed as just two of the 12 BN PDS candi dates who won this tine,
i mproving his 400-mgjority to 884.

Observers said Wences' victory and the feat of Datuk Yong Teck Lee
(Li kas) who retained his seat with a majority of 4,962 in a cast that
i ncludeds Datuk Harris Salleh of Parti Bersekutu, were pluses for the BN
concept .

Thi s was because Wences, a Kadazandusun, and Yong won in Muslimnmajority
constituenci es.

Wth defeats i n Kadazandusun seats suffered by PDS' big guns | ed by
Donpok (Moyog) and deputy president Datuk W I fred Bunburing (Tanparuli)
and t hat of PBRS presi dent Datuk Joseph Kurup, Wences and Dat uk Siringan
Qubat, the i nformation chief of PDS who won i n Ranau, energe as candi dat es
for the Chief Mnister's post to repl ace Donmpok.

This woul d be the case if a Kadazandusun | eader were to becone the Chief
M nister in the new Government.

"It seenms that the peopl e of Penanmpang di d not want a Kadazandusun to be
t he Chi ef M nister, which was why they rejected Donpok, " sai d BN chai r man
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad | ast night.

He said the rotati on systemfor the Chief Mnister's post woul d be
continued. "But who will |ead the Governnment will be decided later," he
sai d, adding that results nmust be anal ysed.

Dr Mahat hir noted the Chinese majority in the urban areas did not give
strong support to the BN, which was why "y friend Dompok | ost".

"l hope they (Donmpok and Kurup) will not be di sappointed and wil |
continue their struggle for Sabah," he said.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi too expressed
di sappoi nt rent at the defeat of Dompok and Kurup.

"BN must have contingency plans," said political scientist Datuk Mahazir
Khir when intervi ewed by RTMon t he question of the Chief Mnister's post.



Both Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah observed a change in the stance of the
Kadazandusun voters.

Dr Mahat hir al so alluded to the reduced nmajority of PBS candi dat es.
(Even the majority of PBS president Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan in
Tanmbunan dropped fromb5, 696 to 4, 675).

"Despite BN losing in some Kadazandusun areas, the ngjority was not as
bi g before. This shows a change in the stand of the Kadazandusuns," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

As it was becoming clear that BN was on course to victory, at a
juncture, there was even a rumour that Dr Mahathir, who had made three
trips to Sabah between Feb 18 and March 11, woul d nake anot her dash to
Kot a Ki nabal u.

However, Dr Mahat hir who was at a private function, remained i n Kual a
Lunpur.

The BN's victory also legitimsed its mandate in the last five years
after the 1994 el ection when it had the hel p of 22 crossovers fromthe
PBS.

Here in Kota Ki nabal u, the nood at the BN head office in Putatan was
upbeat wi th Abdul | ah describing the victory as an "endorsenent of the BN'.

"Dr Mahathir hinmself was in Sabah a fewtinmes and spoke at several
pl aces to convince the people to back BN," he said.

Despite the sentinment factor, Abdullah noted the good showing of BNin
pl aces wi t h si zeabl e nunbers of Kadazandusun voters. "W are satisfied
with the victory of Datuk Osu Sukam (State Umo chief) in an area
consi dered grey," he said.

On the contrary, the nobod at Harris' house in Jal an Li kas where sone
supporters had converged was subdued.

Staring a devastating defeat, Harris, still in fighting nmood, said: "I
say good-luck ... | don't want to have anything to do with Sabah anynore."
Bersekutu fiel ded candidates in all 48 constituenci es and at one stage
Harris had boldly predicted that his party woul d sweep 40 seats despite

fielding largely political neophytes.

BN strategi sts had quietly been predicting that the average vot e-count
for Bersekutu in a constituency would be linmted to 500-600.

The outcone did not veer too nuch fromthis forecast. For instance, the
nunber of votes secured by Bersekutu was 463 i n Tandek, Banggi (454),

Si ndumi n (934), Klias (640) and Petagas (960).

Only Harris who garnered 3,576 votes and Lidu @Serirama Johari
(Kadanai an) who secured 2, 725 vot es were anong t hose wi t h respectabl e
scores.

Anal ysts were | ast ni ght al so di ssecting PBS continued dom nance in the
Kadazandusun seats where it defeated nost of its Assenbl ynmen who cr ossed
over to the BN

Said Wl fred Tangau, a cl ose ai de of Dompok: "Senti nments had overwhel med
the need for devel opnent."

Yet, only a detailed analysis of theresults will tell exactly howthe
Kadazandusuns had voted this tine.
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