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Mahat hir-Vi ctory
VI CTORY SHOAS BN IS STILL POPULAR: MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 30 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d the Barisan Nasional (BN) victory with nore than two-thirds
majority in the 10th general election shows that the BNis still enjoying
hi gh popul arity.

"BN managed to win 149 parlianentary seats which is nmore than the 132
parlianentary seats won in the 1995 general election,” he said at a press
conference at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here as soon as it was
announced that BN had obtai ned nore than two-thirds majority.

He said al though the nunber of 149 parlianmentary seats won was not

official, it was a significant victory.
Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman and Umo president, started the
press conference by saying: "I amvery grateful and happy to announce t hat

the BN had won with nore than two-thirds majority."

The announcenent was greeted with shouts of "Long |ive Mahathir" and
"Long live BN' by nore then 200 BN guests who were invited to follow the
results of the general election.

When Dr Mahat hir nmade the announcenent at 3amthis norning, BN had
officially won 131 parlianentary seats.

He said that at the | ast general election although BN won 132
parlianentary seats, the nunber increased to 162 seats follow ng the
participation of Menbers of Parlianment (MPs) fromParti Ml ayu Semangat 46
(S46) after the party was dissol ved.

"It's clear that in the 1999 general election, BN had proven that its
popularity is still high by winning 149 parlianentary seats,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said BN had al so retained all states except for Terengganu
and Kel antan in the general election.

"In the other states (that is the states retained by the BNy, we won
with nore than two-thirds majority,” he said.

The Prime Mnister also said that it was the first time the genera
el ection saw t he defeat of "opposition strongnmen” nanmely DAP secretary
general LimKit Siang and DAP deputy chai rman Karpal Singh in Pulau Pinang.

Limlost to BN s Chia Kwang Chye for the Bukit Bendera parlianentary
seat while Karpal was defeated by CGerakan's Lee Kah Choon in the Jel utong
parlianmentary seat.

When asked why Limand Karpal |ost, Dr Mahathir said he believed they
coul d not prove their "useful ness" as nenbers of parliament.

"Their debates in the Dewan (Rakyat) were useless. | feel that's why
they were rejected," Dr Mahathir said.

When asked on the defeat of many Umo | eaders in the general election,
he said: "The same is also true of the opposition. W don't |ose our
strongnen. "

"I won," he said which was greeted by cheering fromthose invited

Dr Mahathir said the new cabinet would be formed after "the Iist of
wi nners had been scrutini sed. "

Four cabinet nministers failed to defend their parlianentary seats in
the general el ection.

They are Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat
Juni d Megat Ayub, Second Finance M nister Datuk Mistapa Mhanmed, M nister
inthe Prinme Mnister's Departnment Datuk Abdul Hamid O hnman and Rural
Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa.

Dr Mahathir also said the BN would formthe governnent "as soon as



possible" in states where it had won.

On the victory of Parti Keadilan Nasional (Keadilan) president Datin
Seri Dr WAn Azi zah Wan Isnail in the Permatang Pauh parlianmentary
constituency, Dr Mahathir said he believed it was due to the people's
synmpat hy for Dr Wan Azi zah.

Dr WAn Azi zah is the wife of former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim

"I think there will be a lot of synmpathy when you go with your child
and cry (at political gatherings). | can understand the feelings of the
people. | think it is only right (for the people to have sympathy in such a
situation).

"But the question is whether she can contribute anything at all," he
sai d.

When asked on the role of PAS which is expected to becone Qpposition
Leader in the Dewan Rakyat, Dr Mahathir said: "Nothing. Only profanities."

To a question, Dr Mahathir acknow edged that the najority of the
Chi nese voters have given their support to BNthis tinme around.

"I think the Chinese appreciate what the governnent does for them
especially in overcom ng the financial crisis. The rural Ml ays did not
feel the effects of the financial turnoil," he said.

At the press conference which was al so attended by foreign journalists,
a BN supporter had asked Dr Mahathir to advise the foreign nedia to "stop
witing negative things on Mal aysia."

Wth a smle, Dr Mahathir said: "That is freedomof the press to tell
or not totell lies."
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