04/ 12/ 1999

Visitors throng expo halls, board ships

MOVENTUM for the Lima '99 maritime show at Tanjung Mal ai picked up
yesterday as nenbers of the public and visiting del egates thronged t he
exhibition halls and boarded shi ps that went on displ ay.

Crowds began forming as early as 9amto get a feel of the maritine
defence exhi bition. Sone wal ked all the way to take a cl oser | ook at sone
of the world's nost nodern naval fleets.

The Royal Mal aysi an Navy's KD Leki u and French vessel FNS Siroco becane
the centre of attraction at the show, which was opened to the public
t oday.

KD Leki u's conmandi ng O fi cer Cormander Mohd Andan Kuri sh had hi s hands
full conducting tours for visiting del egates on board the RW s | at est
frigate.

Four vessels were al so berthed at the Awana Star Cruise jetty and were
opened for public view ng.

Forei gn naval vessels on di splay are the USS Vi ncennes (United States),
FNS Si roco (France), BNS Gsnman ( Bangl adesh), KRI Pandgrong (I ndonesi a),
PNS Nasir and PNS Tari g (Paki stan), BRP Dagupan City and BRP Hener al
Apol i nari o Mabi ni (the Philippines), RSS Daring (Singapore) and HTMS
Songkhl a and HTMS Thayanchon ( Thai | and) .

Lei sure boats and yachts on display at the Awana Porto Mal ai resort
mari na enjoyed a fair share of public visits.

Boat | overs flocked to the Jalur Gem | ang, whi ch was di spl ayed al ong
wi t h ot her shi ps.

The RV million ocean racer was captai ned by sol o sail or Datuk Azhar
Mansor, who created a world record by circunavigating the world on an
east-bound route. Azhar's feat has been recogni sed by the Wrl d Speed
Sai ling Record Council.

Later in the day, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
wi t nessed a series of official signing cerenonies at the resort.

Thirteen menoranda of understandi ng were signed between the Busi ness
Focus I nternational group and a panel of European defence contractors.
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