18/ 06/ 1999

Vital to establish firmlinks with the young

IS Umo Youth finally admtting to the fact that it no | onger has a
channel to the young?

Its acting head, Datuk H shammudi n Hussein Onn sai d on Monday t hat he
was aware of this problemand that it was critical that Umo Yout h became
rel evant to the young.

Yesterday, in the Youth neeting, he al so tal ked about the inportance of
reaching out to the young.

Thi s suggests an acknow edgnent that the Youth w ng does not have strong
links with the younger generation

"Yes, thereis a problem" said an Umo Yout h nmenber. "Umo has fail ed
to attract the young. There are so many young prof essional s who are
di sillusioned."

However, Umo Yout h exco nmenber, Mkhzani Mahathir is not so

pessimstic. "It's not that we've failed altogether, only with certain
groups.
"Qur problemwas that we relied on NGOs to nake the crucial link with

students. Later, when these groups becane unfriendly to us, we | ost the
connection," said Mokhzani, who is al so Merbok di vi si on chi ef.

"Now we have to make a concerted effort again to reconnect with the
young, " he adds.

These NGOs, ot her Umo nmenbers said, were aligned with former Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim Wen he left, Unmb's link to
students was severed

"The only way to change this is for Umo Youth nmenbers to take off their
doubl e-breasted suits and do what Pas has been doing for nore than two
decades.

"CGet down, get real. Talk to themon the sanme level. Only then will they
earn the respect of the young," said an activist.
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