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Wan Azi zah can be prosecuted for remarks

H. Abdul | ah
| REFERto the acticle "Wan Azi zah ready to contest polls" (NST, April
30) .

Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wn Ismail, the wife of fornmer Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahim is reported to have said during a
televisioninterviewin Manila on April 29 that "M s (Corazon) Aqui no and
t he peopl e of the Philippines showed that a di ctator can be overthrown if
the nmasses drawa line in the sand and say enough, no nore" and that "we
i n Mal aysi a have our brothers and sisters in the Philippines to thank for
showi ng us the way".

She is also reported to have said that "I regard their support for ne
and the National Justice Party (Keadilan) as the Mal aysi an versi on of
“people power'", referring to the 1986 revolt that sent Ferdi nand Marcos
into exile in Hawaii .

The above statenent inplies that she was advocating the use of crim nal
force to depose or overthrowthe Governnment of Mal aysia which is an
of fence under Chapter VI of the Penal Code or under the Sedition Act.

As such of fences al so affect the country's security, she is not i mune
fromprosecution by virtue of section 127A of the Crimnal Procedure Code,
even t hough they were conmitted abroad. Alternatively, she can al so be
arrested and detai ned under the Internal Security Act.

In the sane interview, she also referred to her husband's case whi ch she
clai med was a "conspiracy of the highest order"”.

| do not wish to gointo the nerits or denerits of the case except to
say that an Australian politician has said that any tal k about political
conspi racy appeal s to the people. He made this remark foll owi ng a di spute
with the One Nation Party.

| al so do not see how the Philippine Governnent coul d say that the
meeting between its President and Dr WVan Azi zah was a private one as | do
not think he knows her that well.

To me, the President granted Dr WWan Azi zah an "audi ence" whi ch accordi ng
tothe dictionary is a "formal neeting between soneone powerful and
someone | ess inmportant™.

| feel that the President showed a | ack of di pl omacy and sensitivity to
Mal aysi a's feelings by all owi ng Dr WVan Azi zah t o have an audi ence with him
and to let her goon TVin his country to make scat hi ng and scandal ous
attacks agai nst the Government of Malaysia, and in particul ar agai nst
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.
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