07/ 10/ 1999

Wan Azi zah wants comni ssion to | ook i nto husband's heal th

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Parti Keadil an Nasional president Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Wan I smai |l has called for an i ndependent commi ssion to | ook into
her husband Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s health and safety.

She sai d the presence of synptons such as hair |oss, weight |oss,
nunbness and headaches suffered by Anwar was worryi ng as the causes were
not yet known.

In a statenent distributed to the Press in the H gh Court hearing the
sodony trial of Anwar, Dr Wan Azi zah cal |l ed for Anwar to be rel eased on
bai l .

She sai d she was thankful with the results of the nedical tests done on
Anwar whi ch showed that until nowthere were no signs that he was
suffering fromacute or chronic arsenic poi soning.

Dr WAn Azi zah al so t hanked Hospital Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a on
their professionalismin carrying out their duties though they were
pressured.

However, she said she was still worried as the results had not yet
di smi ssed the possibility that Anwar was exposed to arsenic at
intermttent | ow doses

Yest erday, the Hi gh Court heard that nedical tests, conducted | ocally
and abroad, have found no signs of either acute or chronic arsenic
poi soni ng i n Anwar.

A report fromHUKMafter two weeks of tests, said sanples of Anwar's
urine, hair and nails showed an arsenic | evel which did not exceed t he
levels pernmitted in the testing | aboratories.

Meanwhi | e, | awyer Karpal Singh said he was prepared to face action "any
tinme" on his claimin the High Court that he suspected the Gover nnent had
poi soned Anwar .

Karpal, who is one of Anwar's | awyers, told reporters at the Federa
Court building that he was prepared to take on the Prinme M ni ster saying
that a | awer could say anything in court and only the judge coul d stop
hi m

He said this when asked to comment on a statenent by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t hat the government was contenpl ati ng
action against himon his "libellous" statenents.

Karpal al so said that he woul d apply to cite Dr Mahathir for contenpt of
court over the matter.

O her opposition | eaders have al so made sim|ar statements on the
arseni c issue.

On Sept 21, Keadil an deputy youth | eader Mustaffa Kam | Ayub cl ai ned t he
al | eged arsenic poi soning of Anwar was a hi gh-1evel conspiracy and the
fifthin a chain of attenpts to nurder Anwar

On Sept 10, Azizah, in a Press conference at her house, said the
poi soni ng coul d be attenpted nurder

"We have seen the existence of a conspiracy at the highest level to
silence his (Anwar's) influenceinpolitics. However, we never expected
that they will gothis far to commt a crimnal act," she had said t hen
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