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El ecti on- Mokht ar (News Anal ysi s)
WAN MOKHTAR A CAUSE OF BN DOMNFALL | N TERENGGANU?

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 30 (Bernanme) -- One of the Menteris Besar tipped to
be dropped fromthe Barisan Nasional's |list of candidates for the
just-ended general election was Terengganu's Tan Sri Wan Mkht ar Ahnad.

If not for anything el se, he has been at the hel mof the governnent of
the oil-rich state for over 25 years, |onger than anybody el se has ever
hel d the position in the country's history.

Tal k about the BN changi ng several state chief executives gathered
monmentum fol l owi ng word fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
that the BN woul d i ntroduce about 30 per cent new faces in its line-up for
the polls.

But to the surprise and even di sappoi ntrent of many, especially anbng
Umo politicians in Terengganu itself and those who aspire to be the MB one
day, Wan Mokhtar was ret ai ned.

A veteran Terengganu Umo politician told Bernama before the
candi dates' |ist was announced that Umo politics in the state had reached
what he called a "stal emate”.

The politician, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said Umo nmenbers
inthe state was feeling a sense of "immobility" because Wan Mkhtar's
"refusal to make way"

" Wan Mokhtar is definitely a factor in this election. Pas is al so
making it an issue and it would be difficult for anyone to defend his
position or justify his longevity on the job,"" he said.

Fol | owi ng this, Bernama interviewed WWan Mokhtar in his office in Kuala
Terengganu shortly before the dissolution of parliament on Nov 11. He was,
anong ot her things, askem whether he would this time nmake way and i f he
t hought he was i ndi spensabl e.

He appeared upset by the question, but offered what sounded like a
standard answer -- " I'Il stay as long as the party (referring to Ummo)
| eadership wants to. No |' mnot indi spensable”.

But would this not nean that he was bl ocki ng the chances of other
Terengganu politicians going up the | adder, he was asked.

" No, | amhave grooned others to take over and it is up to themto
prove thensel ves", he said.

According to the politician, Wan Mokhtar, an Islam c studies graduate
of Egypt's fanmpbus Al -Azhar University, appeared to portray that he was
"indi spensabl e” in order to counter the strong i nfluence of Parti Islam
SeMal aysia (Pas) in the state, led by its form dabl e deputy president Abdu
Hadi Awang.

In other words, the inpression given was that w thout his presence, Pas
could easily make inroad into Umo strongholds in the state in the
el ection, given the notion that the party has |ong been relishing to take
over power.

"1 fear that if Wan Mokhtar refuses to go, the people of Terengganu
woul d decide for himduring the election," said the politician, who clainmed
then that all Umo-held state constituencies in Terengganu were no | onger
safe but "grey" and even "bl ack" areas.

This politician's worst fears were confirnmed early this norning when
Pas in a stunning fashion, swept to power in Terengganu, controlled by the
BN t hrough Umo for about 35 years. Before that Pas was in power for one
termsince 1959. few years

The Pas' victory was so massive that it had gone beyond all reasonable



expectations. It was nothing short a mass exodus of voters fromthe BNto
Pas.

The party won 28 of the 32 state Legislative Assenbly seats fromonly
seven previously. It also left the BN wi thout a single seat in parliament
fromthe state when it took seven for itself with the other seat won by
Parti Keadil an Nasi onal .

Previ ously, the BN had seven parlianentary seats wi th Abdul Hadi being
the sole Pas MP fromthe state.

Gven the witing on the wall and the silent "resistence" his refusa
to make way, many mght not be anused when Wan Mokhtar hinsel f expressed
shock and disbelief at the way the BN was virtually w ped out at the polls
inthe state.

" W did not know the reasons for this defeat, but | accept this with
patience for it is the verdict of the people," he told reporters early this
nmorni ng i n Chukai after concedi ng defeat.

"I don't know the factors for this defeat because the BN is confident
of what it is doing" he said.

Wan Mokhtar's own crushing defeat in the Chukai state constituency that
he has dom nated for one generation, and with it the downfall of the BN
state government, is perhaps a wake-up call to the party | eadership to be
nore sensitive to the voice of the grassroots, especially when it cones to
the choi ce of candidates in a general election.

Granted that the people of Terengganu m ght already have nade their
choice with or without Wan Mokhtar | eading the BN in facing the el ection,

still the fact remains he has been in power far too long and the people
want a change, said the Terengganu politician.
Politicians nust know when to call it a day. Do not create a del usion

of indispensability especially in politics," he added.
Wan Mokhtar's downfall certainly marks the end of an era.
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