18 SEP 1999
Mokht ar - Keadi | an
WAN MOKHTAR REGRETS KEADI LAN' S MOVE TO | NVOLVE RULERS

KUALA BERANG Sept 18 (Bernamm) -- Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokht ar
Ahmad today expressed regret over Parti Keadilan Nasional's nove to drag
the Malay Rulers into the country's political fray.

Bei ng peace-| oving Mal aysi ans, the party | eaders should avoid invol ving
the Rulers in political issues to preserve the country's political
stability, he said.

The opposition parties have exhausted political capital and have
resorted to smear their own country's inmage as was done by foreigners who
were envious with Malaysia's progress,” he told reporters after |aunching
the 1999 Land Schene Rakan Miuda Programme at Fel da Bukit Badi ng, here.

Wan Mokhtar said there was no evidence to prove that the governnment was
involved in the all eged arseni c poi soning of former deputy prinme mnister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahimas investigations were still in progress.

"Hence, they should not accuse the governnment on the issue and should
stop dragging the Malay Rulers into politics," he said.

Opposition parties and non-governnmental organisations today handed over
petitions to the Sultans and the Yang di-Pertuas Negeri in several states
calling for the setting up of a Royal Commi ssion to investigate the
poi soni ng.

Earlier, in his speech, Wan Mdkhtar said the people should be proud of
the efforts made by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to
devel op Mal aysia to enmerge as a nodel nation to other countries.

He said many countries were keen to |l earn from Mal aysia's success story
particularly its sel f-designed economi c recovery measures.
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