05/ 08/ 1999
Wani ta chief wthdraws proposed changes

Ram an Sai d; Hayati Hayatudin

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man has
wi t hdrawn her proposed changes to t he novenent' s | eader shi p announced on
Monday, party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d toni ght.

The Prine M nister said Siti Zaharah nade the decision at a neeting with
hi mand party secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob yesterday.

"l gave ny advice on the changes and she agreed to make the w t hdr awal
to cl ose ranks and strengthen the party for the general el ection.

"The line-up i s now back to status quo,"” Dr Mahathir said at a Press
conference after chairing a supreme council neeting at Menara Dato' Onn
here.

Dr Mahathir had al so hel d a separate neeting yesterday wi th menbers of
the Wani ta Umo executive council on the matter.

The announced changes were supposed to take effect fromAug 16.

Siti Zaharah, whois Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment, did
not attend tonight's meeting as she was sick, Dr Mahathir said.

The neeting di scussed the matter and, as she was absent, the council
sought her confirmation on the w thdrawal .

This was nmade in a tel ephone call by vice-president and Deputy Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi , who assuned t he duti es of the
deputy president.

Asked for the reasons for the withdrawal, Dr Mahathir sai d t he changes
had not gone down well with some nmenbers.

"Siti Zaharah agreed that her deci sion would not strengthen the party
but woul d instead divide it and create di scontent."

To a query on whet her the Wanita head had consul ted hi mbefore
announci ng t he changes, Dr Mahat hir sai d: "Perhaps she forgot ... but she
did not informne."

He advi sed Siti Zaharah to hold consultations before nmaki ng such
decisions in future.

Asked whet her the wit hdrawal woul d confuse nmenbers, Dr Mahathir saidit
woul d not as it would be explained to the af fected appoi nt ees.

To anot her question, he said that no changes shoul d be made to the
party's line-up until the general election.

I n her announced changes, Siti Zaharah had appoi nt ed Senat or Che Jam
Harun as t he novenent's Penang chief in place of Sharifah Am nah Syed
Mohanmed whil e Mari any Mohanmed Yit was nmade the Federal Territory chief
repl aci ng Azi zah Abdul Sarmad.

Roki ah Bee Hassan was named the novenent's Penang deputy chief to
succeed Che Jamwhil e Surinam Sadi kun was appoi nted t he Sabah deputy chi ef
i n place of Datuk Dayang Mahani Tun Pengiran Ahnad Raf ai e.

Roki ah Bee, Surinamand Hani ah Khati b Awang of Pahang had al so been nade
new exco menbers.

Nori dah | brahi mrepl aced Azi zah Abdul Sanmad as the assi stant treasurer
whi | e Senator Kamilia | brahi mtook over fromDatin Paduka Fati nmah Suhai m
as the novenent's information chief.

There were al so changes i nvol vi ng new heads for ni ne of the novenment's
bureaus. They are Noridah (finance), Kamlia (information), Mesrah Sel amat
(education), Raja Ropi aah Raj a Abdul | ah (housi ng and ur ban devel opnent),
Dat uk Maznah Hami d (econony), Khansiyah Yeop (wonen's workforce), Datuk
Sabari ah Ahmad (agriculture), Latifah Orar (industry) and Roki ah Bee
(heal th).



The council tonight approved the formati on of 48 new branches - Sel angor
(23), Kelantan (14), Johor (seven), Penang (two) and Negri Senbilan (two).
It al so endorsed the setting-up of an Umo club in Western Australi a.

Dr Mahathir said efforts to conbat |ies and sl ander especially by Pas
woul d be conti nued.
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