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War m wel cone to Pak Lah

Rose Isnumil; Pang H n Yue

FI NALLY, the post has been filled. And as if to endorse this, the Kual a
Lunmpur St ock Exchange on Monday responded positively to the cabi net
reshuffl e and appoi ntment of Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as the new
deputy Prine Mnister and Home M nister.

The conposite i ndex breached 600 poi nts by m d-norning before cl osing at
598. 46.

"The appoi nt ment of Abdul | ah," sai d one i nvestment anal yst, "reduces the
political risk factor." Wthout a clear successor to the PM investors
wer e apparently nervous about Ml aysi a.

The anal yst, however, felt that the market on Monday woul d have fared
better had it not been for the rel ease of the Industrial Production | ndex
in the afternoon, indicating a decline in exports.

Still, he conceded, the npod renmai ned upbeat with Pak Lah - as Abdul | ah
is fondly called - filling the nunber two post in the country's top
| eader shi p.

"Overall," he said with optimsm "the market is bullish".

Long-time friends and supporters of Pak Lah coul d not agree nore.

"I amoverjoyed!" beamed M At hi nasany. He had waited close to two hours
at Wsma Putra on Monday to garl and Pak Lah and congratul ate hi mon his
pronoti on.

"N ne years ago, | told Pak Lah that he woul d be made YAB (Yang Amat
Ber hormat) one day. My prediction has cone true," he ent hused.

When Pak Lah finally showed up, Athinasany was grinning fromear to ear.
"Eh, what are you doi ng here?" Pak Lah joked as he shook hands with
At hi nasamy who was there with five other friends (and fans) of Pak Lah.

The ex-chairman of the Jalan Gurney M C branch recal | ed how Pak Lah went
out of his way to hel p people, irrespective of race, when he was the
Deputy Federal Territory M nister between 1980 and 1982.

"The Prime M nister has nmade a wi se choi ce," decl ared At hi nasany.

Not everyone, of course, thinks so. Pak Lah's detractors have wasted no
time listing his weaknesses.

There are clains that Pak Lah is nothing nore than a bureaucrat, "an
obedient servant.... andit is feared that he woul d be nore servile than
ever to the Prime Mnister".

Anot her conment, reported in a forei gn newspapwer was that Pak Lah's
appoi nt nent coul d di srupt the equilibriumw thin Umo because the Prine
M ni ster had alienated two ot her party "warl ords”.

O hers have picked on Pak Lah's | ack of forceful ness and his seem ng
vacillation in politics.

Still, no one can deny himof his contributions in active politics for
the past 35 years. Pak Lah's long clinmb in Umo, for nobst part, was a
smooth rise (see chart on Page 5) until 1987 when, arriving at a
crossroad, he decided to cast his | ot with Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah and
Dat uk Musa Hitam - collectively known as TeamB - to chall enge Dr Mahathir
Mohaned' s | eader shi p.

Despite his decision to support TeamB and his renoval fromthe Cabi net
soon after, sending himinto the political w | derness, he renai ned | oyal
to Umo.

H's brief period as a "rebel" cost himdearly. In 1993 he failed to
retain his post as one of three V-Ps which he had held since 1984.

It was only three years | ater that he regai ned t he post, energi ng second



anong seven contenders

Hs return, during a period when noney politics was threatening to
destablise the party, was seen as a cl ear endorsenent by Umo del egat es
that cl ean | eadership was urgently needed at the top

In fact, his image as being cl ean has hel ped hi m surnount many
obst acl es.

As Royal Professor Ungku Azi z said, the man holds the rare distinction
in Mal aysian politics of being "super-clean”

H s am abl e, unprepossessi ng ways as well as his humlity has al so nmade
hi m popul ar not just within Umo but outside the party as well.

One Chi nese busi nessnan said on the day after the announcenent was mnade,
he travelled the I ength of the North-South Expressway and at every stop,
everyone was tal ki ng about how "apt" it was for Pak Lah to be nmade DPM

Ungku Aziz said the appointnent brings stability. "It appeases all
Mal aysi ans. The Chi nese aren't upset, the Malays |ike him even civil
servants have great admration for him"

G ven the recent political upheavals arising fromthe renoval of Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi mfromthe Cabi net and Umo, there is no doubt in Ungku
Aziz's mind that Pak Lah is the appropriate candi date.

O hers agree. "Pak Lah will heal the party and country... a good
candi date to help us slowdown alittle, reflect on where we are headi ng,
where we were ... we need this period to sort out who we are and what we

want to be," said a political analyst.

Mor eover, Pak Lah's approach to religion, which Ungku Azi z cat egori ses
as "the Islamic mddl e way", is needed to unite Musli ns.

H s di scussions with wonen's groups al so reveal his egalitarian approach
to gender issues. "He believes in equality, has progressive views on |slam
and will handle the ulamak in a non-confrontational way," said a wonan's
rights activist.

"This is inmportant because the ul amak have to understand that the world
has changed, that wonen have just as many rights as nen."

For those who wel cone Pak Lah's appoi ntment, they are not perturbed by
detractors who harp on what they call his Achilles heel - his nildness.
They said that |ike Tun Abdul Razak, Mal aysi a's second premni er, whom many
had underestimated, Pak Lah will do well.

Tun Razak, they rem nded, turned out to be a | eader who changed t he
country radically.

As Ungku Azi z pointed out: "History makes nen ... and this will be his
(Pak Lah's) time to hel p us sort out our problens."”

( END)
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