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Wani ta Umo shoul d mend rift and focus on coning polls

Miharyani O hman
AFTER a stormy week, cal mshould return to the Wani ta Umo novenent at
| east for the noment as they have to stand united for a common cause.

The Wanita | eaders and nenbers have agreed to set aside their
di fferences and work together in ensuring victory for the Bari san Nasi ona
governnent in the com ng general election

But surely after all the allegations and counter-allegations and rebukes
anmong the Wanita exco menbers, feelings have been wounded, and pride and
i mage dent ed

After the shock reshuffle announced by Wanita chief Datuk Dr Siti
Zahar ah Sul ai man on Monday, cane the equal |y shocki ng deci sion by her to
wi t hdraw t he changes on the advice of party president, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, two days | ater.

The matter shoul d have been resol ved, but the foll owi ng day, Wanita exco
nmenber Dat uk Maznah Hamid deened it fit to nake a public exposure of the
exi stence of three factions within the movenent, and the politicking and
back- st abbi ng t hat has been goi ng on. She al so reveal ed weaknesses in Siti
Zahar ah' s | eader shi p.

Ironically, attention nowturned to Maznah, better known as the "lron
Lady". She was | anbasted for opening a can of worns. But the outspoken
Maznah st ands by her statenment, hoping that everybody realises the
m st akes and work towards a conproni se in solving the issues.

"Everyone knows that there are factions in the novenment, but they are
just not saying it out.

"They tell the Press a lot of things but not to quote them (in the
newspapers)," says Maznah, a busi nesswoman.

Al t hough sone exco nmenbers have deni ed that there were canps,
nevert hel ess many coul d sense t he undercurrents.

Certain exco nmenbers were known to be sidelined. And that certain exco
menbers sinply could not get along with others.

Sone say that factions and politicking were not the issue, but the
reshuffle itself, so they rapped Maznah for her comrents.

But | ooking at the other side of the coin, the reshuffle, in the first
pl ace, was initiated by Siti Zaharah as she needed a stronger teamas sone
exco nenbers were not supporting her.

"PM knew t hat somnet hi ng was brew ng, " insists a nenber, who clains to be
a long-time observer.

"That's why he asked the exco nmenbers at the July 30 neeting with him
whet her eveything was all right and told themto cl ose ranks."

She reveal ed that while Siti Zaharah gave the i npression that everything
was okay, sonme of the exco nenbers present were shaking their heads

"But when this thing (reshuffle) happened, they called me up in the

nm ddl e of the night to ask for views on what to do. | gave thema earfu
for not having been open and truthful about what was goi ng on."
While cal mshould return to the novenent, but still, what next after the

el ection? Menbers and observers wonder. The rift is there, they say,
al though it may not be in the open at the nonent. So, serious and sincere
efforts must be made to nend the rift.

Senator Kamilia | brahim head of the Wanita Umo | egal bureau, suggests
that a neeting be called anong the central comittee and t hose appoi nt ed
in the short-lived reshuffle to clear m sunderstandi ngs and resol ve
i ssues.



She says sone Wanita Umo veterans could be invited to the neeting as
observers and gi ve advi ce.

Al so says a menber fromthe Bukit Bintang divison: "They should all |ay
their cards on the table and t hrash out the probl ens, w thout sidelining
t he i mmedi at e agenda of wi nni ng the general el ection.

"They shoul d | ook at the weaknesses and strengt hs and work on t hese,
al t hough thi s shoul d have been done a |l ong ti me ago, " adds the menber who
is in the PR business.

Kam |ia, who was made i nformation chief to replace Datin Paduka Fati mah
Suhaim in Siti Zaharah's short-lived new |ine-up, however, naintains that
she does not know whet her there are canps.

"As far as | amconcerned, | work for the party, Nowthat Siti Zaharah

isthe leader, | work with her. It was the sane with Datuk Seri Rafi dah
Azi z when she was the Wanita head.
"W will lose directionif we get bogged down by squabbles. So let's al

conme together and put the party first.

"We should treat the party as a place where we can all nake
contributions regardl ess of whether we get a post."

The Bukit Bi ntang nenber is al so unsure of the existence of canps,
al t hough individual |y some of the exco nmenbers have voiced their
di ssatisfaction to her over Siti Zaharah's style of | eadership like the
al | eged | ack of proper planning, transparency, consultations and fol |l ow
ups.

"Peopl e used to conpl ai n about Rafi dah bei ng arrogant, brash and not
sensitive enough to wonen's probl ens. So when Siti Zaharah repl aced
Rafidah in the | ast party el ecti on, peopl e expected a change.

"But change, she says, has been very slowto cone especially with
regards to wonen's rights and probl ens.

"You can tal k about e-commerce and all the cyber jargon until the cows
cone hore, but many wonen are finding it difficult even to get basic
needs.

"Many Muslimwonen are not getting their rights because of the
discrimnatory i nplementation of the Islanic Fam |y Law, which Wanita Umo
shoul d urgently address.

"But this was not enphasised at the | ast Wanita assenbly while we were
made to think that it would be prior to the assenbly."

As suggested by Kanilia, the Wanita Umo | eadership could |l earn fromthe
wi sdom and experience of their elders - the Wanita Umo veterans - who
were guided by the politics of give-and-take, consultations, sacrifice,
devotion and sincerity in the interest of the party.

Tan Sri Al shah CGhani, who was Wanita head from 1972 to 1984, says
al t hough she wel cones t he nove, but "jangan badan saj a bersi dang, hati pun
mesti bersidang” (they nust not just be physically there, but their hearts
nmust be there too).

"Ther e rmust be honesty, sincerity and tol erance i n sol ving the probl ens.

"They must all place the interests of the party above all else. The rift
shoul d not be allowed to deepen but to he heal ed,"” she advi ses

"Avoid factions. Differences of opinions will always be there, but do
not |et these disrupt unity and harnmony."

She says al t hough she has not interfered in Wanita affairs and i s just
t he permanent chai rman who presides at the annual Wanita assenbly, she is
awar e of the goings-on.

Ai shah says Siti Zaharah nust take a good hold of the | eadership by
considering all views and not just listento a few, while the others nust
play their role constructively.

Anot her wanita veteran, Ainon Ariffin, who was a two-term Wanita exco
menber, says any deci sion made i n hast e woul d al ways create suspi ci on and



probl ens.

"What happened shoul d not have happened at all in viewof the general
el ection drawi ng near.

"There are rul es and procedures to be followed. Normally for any |ine-up
reshuffle, there will be consultations and the natter referred to the
party president or suprene council."

Ai non hopes the Wanita | eadership would in future be nore careful.
"While the opposition is seenmingly getting stronger and | ouder, we can't
even take care of our own household."

Regarding the rift in Wanita Umo, she says there were efforts nmade by
some veteran nenbers |ike her to make Siti Zaharah "ngam' (see eye-to-eye)
with Rafidah and Datin Paduka Zal eha I smail.

But it was an exercise in futility because until nowthey do not seemto
get al ong.

Sone say t hat what has happened within Wanita Umo refl ects badly not
only on the noverment but al so on wonen as a whol e.

"The next millenniumis just around the corner, surely we want to have a
better image for wonen," says Kanili a.

"W nmust be the | aughing stock to the Wanita M C, MCA and Gerakan," says
a Wanita menber who wi shes anonynity.

"At the | ast Wanita assenbly, Pak Lah (party vice-president Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahmad Badawi ) had spoken of getting nore professionals and
intellectuals to join the novenent.

"But how can they feel encouraged to conme i n when sone of our |eaders
have not been conducti ng t hensel ves prof essi onal | y?"

But all said and done, the issue should still be | ooked at objectively.
The nmovenent shoul d energe w ser, stronger and united.

( END)
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