21/ 03/ 1999

We are short of doctors for crisis teans, says PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said a
short age of doctors has prevented the Governnent fromestablishingcrisis
teanms to handl e outbreaks |i ke Japanese encephalitis.

"When we tal k about crisis teanms, are we tal ki ng about setting up a
separate outfit for sonething that m ght not happen? Qur problemis that
we do not have enough doctors ... not many want to be trai ned as one
because it takes a long tine.

"The smal | nunmber that we have conpl ai ned about the | ow sal ary and sone
have |l eft tojointhe private sector. If we want to i ncrease their salary,
others will al so demand t he sane."

Dr Mahathir said it was only after an outbreak that everyone becane
aware of the sol utions.

He was speaking to reporters after handi ng over keys to buyers of the
Taman Bunga Raya | ow cost housi ng project at Bukit Beruntung about 50km
from here.

The Prime M nister was asked whether the country should set up a crisis
team follow ng clains by sone quarters that the authorities had been sl ow
to respond in tinmes of crisis.

On whether the authorities would resort to nore drastic action to
contain the JE virus, he said everyone nowrealised the inportance of
mai nt ai ni ng cl eanl i ness and vacci nati on. The out break woul d not have
occurred if these neasures had been taken.

"If we dothis and all agree to pay alittle, we will not be facing
this. But when we proposed t hings to upgrade cl eanliness, sonme parties
obj ected. "
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