16 JAN 1999

VWE HAVE A FAI R | DEA OF THE DATE FOR SABAH ELECTI ON- OSU SUKAM

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Sabah Bari san Nasional |eaders |ed
by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok have energed froma neeting with
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in Kuala Lunpur "with a fair
i dea of the date for the Sabah el ection.”

However asked about the exact date for the dissolution of the Sabah
Assenbly, Deputy Chief Mnister and Sabah Umo Chi ef Datuk Osu Sukam sai d,
"That you have to ask the Chief Mnister."

"We have a fair idea," he said on his return here from Kual a Lunpur
after the neeting with Dr Mahathir.

Asked whether the Haj season in March had been considered in
determ ning the dissolution of the State Assenbly, Osu said, "All these had
been consi dered. "

Csu, who is al so Sabah Finance Mnister, said the date for the
di ssol ution of the Sabah Assenbly should no | onger be an issue at this
point of tinme as its termwas already set to expire on March 18.

What was i nportant was preparations to face the el ections, he added.

Osu said as chai rman of Sabah Umo, he was al so satisfied over matters
relating to the allocation of seats anong the State BN conponent parti es,
whi ch was anong the things discussed at this norning' s nearly two-hour
meeting with Dr Mahathir at the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Donpok is the President of Parti Denpkratik Sabah (PDS) and Chairnan of
the Sabah BN. Ot her State BN | eaders who attended the neeting were
Presi dent of the Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) Datuk Yong Teck Lee,
Presi dent of the Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat (Akar), Datuk Pandi kar Anin
Mul i a, Presi dent of the Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) Datuk Joseph
Kurup, Presi dent of the Liberal Denpcratic Party Datuk Chong Kah Ki at, Sabah
MCA Chai rman Dat uk Chau Tet On, Sabah Gerakan Acting Chairman Tan Sri Soon
Si ew Hong and Sabah M C Chairman V. Jot hi.
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