04/ 02/ 1999
"We have say in seats and candi dates

Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA Kl NABALU, Wed. - State Barisan Nasional |eaders will still have a say
in the selection of candi dates and all ocation of seats for the inpending
State el ection although the matter will be determ ned by the national BN

| eader shi p.

Donmpok, who is State BN chairman, said all BN conmponent parties in Sabah
were represented in the national BN comm ttee headed by Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

"I nmyself ama vice-chiarman of the national BN by virtue of ny position
as the president of a BN conponent party in Sabah," he told a Press
conference after the weekly Cabi net neeting

Donpok is president of Parti Denpkratik Sabah

The ot her component parties of the State BN are Ummo, Sabah Progressive
Party, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah, Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat, Libera
Denokrati k Party, MCA, Gerakan and M C.

Wth the exception of Umo, MCA, MC and Gerakan, all the State BN
conmponent s are Sabah-based parties.

Donpok said the | eaders of the other Sabah-based parties were al so vice-
chai rnen of the national BN

He was commenting on reports quoting Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as sayi ng that BN conponents in Sabah had agreed to
leave it to the national BN | eadership to determ ne the candi dates and
seat allocation for the State polls.

Abdul | ah had said this was deci ded when he nmet State BN | eaders during
his three-day visit |ast week.

Sayi ng that intense |obbying for candi dacy was nornmal, Donpok stressed
that the national BN | eadership woul d have the final say.

On calls by certain quarters for the State election to be held
si mul taneously with the national one, Donpok said he did not see the
advant age of having two polls at the sanme tine.

On whether the State BN was worried of |osing votes fromthe Mislim
Bum putera with active canpaigning by Parti Bersekutu, Donpok said he was
optim stic the people would prefer the BN as it had proven its capability
i n devel oping the State.

To anot her question, he said the people of Sabah were getting tired of
the Opposition's rhetoric on the so-called need to protect State rights
and interests.

"The rights and interests of the people and the State are well protected
under the BN, " he said.

Donpok added that the State BN had never given away these rights and
i nterests.

( END)
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