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W nust find common position, says Rafidah

Zainul Arifin in Mntego Bay, Janaica

I Nthe rough and tunbl e worl d of trade negoti ati ons, where the stakes are
hi gh and t he pressure i ntense, devel opi ng countries nust band t oget her and
speak with one voice to nake sure that their interests are protected.

They must al so use all avenues available to themto nobilise support so
that they are in a stronger position to argue their case.

"W have to converge i nto one conmon position.... W must nake sure we
use all our links or influences so that our views are heard," said
International Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

As it is, thereis strong pressure, especially fromthe devel oped worl d,
to influence the direction of nulti-lateral trade tal ks, such as through
the Worl d Trade Organi sation, by |inking extraneous issues to
i nternational comrerce.

The devel oped world is said to be tryingtolink trade with | abour and
envi ronnent standards, and this, if adopted, could put devel oping
countries at a di sadvantage, Rafidah told reporters here on Monday.

She was here to attend the Group of 15 annual sumit that is set to
begi n today. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who arrived
here on Monday, will head Mal aysi a del egation at the three-day sumit.

The third WO mi nisterial neeting in Seattle, US, in Novenber is
expected to present a challenge to the devel opi ng worl d as the devel oped
wor |l d mi ght be maki ng another push to Iink trade with ot her issues.

"Devel oped countries want to assert their agenda in WO ... if GL5
menbers are firmand united in their stand, they can deternine that
extraneous issues are not forced on them" Rafidah sai d.

That notwi t hstandi ng, Rafi dah sai d devel opi ng countries needed speci al
and deferential treatment to enable themto remain conpetitive in global
trade.

To arrive at a common stand, the Gl5 trade and econonmic ministers wll
hol d a preparatory nmeeting before and during the Seattl e neet.

Simlarly, Asean will hold a trade and econoni ¢ m nisters' neeting next
nmonth to prepare for Seattle.

Raf i dah sai d devel opi ng countries, whi ch bel onged t o nunmer ous groupi ngs
and fora, nust use all avail abl e avenues to advance their position and
nobi | i se support for a common stand.

At the WO m nisterial nmeeting in Singapore | ast year, she said,
devel opi ng countries, speaking as one, nanaged t o keep several newitemns
of f the table by being united.

Meanwhi | e, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, who was al so at
the neeting, said the foreign ninisters' neeting on Mnday al so di scussed
i ssues pertainingtothe newinternational financial structure, terrorism
and trade natters.

Syed Hami d sai d ei ght heads of governnents as well as three deputy heads
had confirmed that they woul d be attending the summt.

Gl5 groups Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Egypt, India, |ndonesia,
Jamai ca, Kenya, Mal aysia, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, Senegal, Sri Lanka,
Venezuel a and Zi mbabwe.

Formed in 1989, the grouping ains to pronote South-South co-operation
and North-South dialogue. Its formation was driven by the desire to
i mprove economni ¢ grow h and prosperity in nenber countries, as well as in
ot her devel opi ng nati ons.

Meanwhi l e, the | eaders of the Group of 15 devel opi ng countries neeting



here begi nning today are expected to call for speedier reformof the
i nternational financial system whose weaknesses had brought about several
financial crises.

Fol |l owi ng the Asian financial crisis, and the subsequent contagion
effect, there had been nuch tal k about a new financial structure aimed at
averting a recurrence of what happened in Asia in 1997 and in Mexico in
1994.

However, not nuch progress has been seen thus far.

The call for reformhas nuch to do with instituting sone form of
supervi sion on | arge market players, such as hedge funds and specul ators,
who had been proven to have fuell ed the Asian financial crisis.

Jamai can Deputy Prinme M nister and M nister of Foreign Affairs and
Forei gn Trade Seynour Mullings said the view was expected to be reflected
inthe | eaders' statenment follow ng their three-day summit here.

Earlier, he had chaired the GL5 foreign mnisters' neeting that set the
agenda for the | eaders sunmt.

Speaking to reporters here on Monday, he said the | eaders were al so
expected to call on the Wrld Bank and the Internati onal Monetary Fund to
take note of the differences between countries when ext endi ng assi stance
and support.
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