23/ 11/ 1999
W need a big win, says Dr M

Ranml an Sai d

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - The Barisan Nasional needs a two-thirds ngjority in
Parliament as only a strong governnent can defend the sovereignty of the
nation, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday.

The Prine M nister said the absence of peace and unity coul d cause the
nationto suffer the fate of sone countries which had governnents repl aced
or territories seeking i ndependence.

"I fear the same thing will happen to us if we are not united and don't
have a strong gover nment capabl e of defending the country,” he tol d about
100 | eaders fromthe national ex-servicemen association who called on him
at the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

The nenbers, | ed by associ ation president Datuk Mohamad Ghani and
secretary-general Datuk Yassin Noor, |ater pledged their support to Dr
Mahat hir and the Bari san Nasi onal in the general el ection.

The associ ation has 200, 000 nenbers.

Dr Mahathir said a two-thirds nmajority was al so essential to ensuring
the BN s position was not easily threatened.

He said the 42 years of independence woul d be neaningless if efforts
were not made to defend its sovereignty.

"To ensure our continued i ndependence, we need unity and peace in the
country. Wthout these, we will fail," he said.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysi ans woul d succeed if they were
di sci plined, confident of their ability and realised that their main
obj ectives were to defend the nation's i ndependence.

Citing the Armed Forces as an exanple, Dr Mahathir said discipline was
vital in efforts to devel op the country.

Prai sing forner and present Arned Forces staff for their conm tnent and
sacrifice, the Prime M nister said the country was especially indebted to
themfor the success in overconing the comuni st insurgency.

Dr Mahat hir said the arny's success in defeating the commni sts had won
it the admiration of former South African president Nel son Mandel a.

"He praised our ability in defeating a guerilla novenent, which
according to himis sonmething that can never be achieved. | explained to
hi mt hat our success was because of our brave and disciplined armed forces
whose menbers are willing to endanger their lives in protecting the
country."

Dr Mahat hir hoped that the association would convey the Governnment's
aspirations in bringing progress to the people and its nenmbers.

Dr Mahat hir said he coul d not understand why certain peopl e were angry
with hi mand t he Government and were spreading lies like calling hima
cruel person.

"I admt that | amnot perfect but we have to see whether there is any
truth in these clains. The Governnment has not done anything to cause
problens to the people. Instead it strives to help the rakyat."

Alluding to the Prine Mnister's Departnent conplex which sonme cl ai med
was extravagant, Dr Mahathir said it was not built for himal one but for
the use of the country's future prine mnisters.

He said the Governnent had al ways spent withinits limts and had not
resorted to borrow ng.

( END)
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