02/ 09/ 1999
Weaknesses in national schools to be rectified

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Shortcomings in national schools will be rectifiedin
efforts to inprove the quality of education, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
sai d today.

The Education M nister said two areas that needed to be studied were the
teachi ng of nmat hematics and sci ence.

In welcomng the Prime M nister's statenment Monday on Chi nese school s,
Naj i b sai d t he achi evenents of Chi nese schools in mat hemati cs and sci ence
were better than national schools and the reason for this should be
st udi ed.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had in Jitra urged teachers and Educati on
M nistry officials to | ook i nto reasons why nany Mal ay parents | acked
confidence in national schools, preferring to send their children to
Chi nese school s and forner m ssionary school s i nst ead.

"The support of parents in the Chinese community for education is high,
Chi nese school s recei ve good | ocal support and seriousness is givento
education, for exanple in ternms of additional classes after school,"” Najib
told reporters after his mnistry's weekly post-cabi net neeting.

"This is positive and constructive criticismso that we intensify our
spirit of struggle to have better success in the future," he added

Naji b said parents who send their children to Chi nese schools do so due
to various reasons

One was to pick up the Chinese | anguage and anot her was to acquire
better mat hemati cal know edge as t hese school s achi eved better results in
t he subj ect.

Athird, Najib said, was for econom c reasons.

"The environnment created due to the background of the children and their
parents is nore focussed on comrerci al aspects as many are fromfanmilies
i nked to business.

"So the inportance of mathematics is very much stressed in their hones
and that contibutes to their better results in the subject,” he said.

Naji b said the country's education systemall owed parents the
opportunity to choose what ever school was suitable for their children

He said there were national schools that had excell ent achi everrents with
some of themgetting 100 per cent Grade One passes inthe Sijil Pel ajaran
Mal aysi a exam nation

"As the nunmber of our national schools is high, there are several
categories of achievenents. There are those who have excel | ent
achi evenents, sone have average results and there are those which will
continue efforts to achi eve better results," the M nister said.

He sai d while there were excell ent governnent schools, there were al so
school s where the attitude of "certain people" inthose school s | owered
achi everrents. Referring to an Aug 11 report in Berita Harian on the
criteria for choosing books for the conpul sory Mal ay Literature conponent
in the Bahasa Mel ayu subject, Najib said after scrutiny it was found that
there was no wrong-doing or abuse of power in the selection of books.

He said the selection by the val uation and sel ection conmittee was fair
and honest and the committee nenbers were graduate teachers, university
| ecturers, lecturers at teachers' colleges, literaturecritics, witers
and representatives of GAPENA (National Witers Associ ation).

On a newspaper report about a prinmary school headnmi stress neting out
puni shrent on pupils for not settling their conputer class fee, Najib said



the ministry was waiting for a report.
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