06/ 08/ 1999
Website to pronote nation's image | aunched

Rashi d Yusof

MRI, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday

| aunched a website, My Mal aysi a, which seeks to pronpte a positive i mage
of the country am d much negative publicity spread through the nedia and
the Internet.

Dr Mahathir is here as part of his whirlw nd tour of the country.

H ghlights of My Mal aysi a i ncl ude "Topi ¢ of the Week" and "News Trends”
which are a rebuttal of m sreporting on Mal aysia and carry conments by
writers and opinion | eaders.

My Mal aysia, | ocated at http://ww. nynmal aysi a. com ny, has a weekly pol |
on "Hot Topic of the Wek" with results displayed daily.

The website is initiated by a group of concerned indivi dual s and non-
government al organi sati ons, headed by academ ci an Tan Sri Dr Awang Had
Sal | eh.

Awang Had sai d al | egations that the Governnent practised cronyism
nepotism and interfered with the judiciary systemhad to be handl ed wel | .
He said an alternative and credi bl e website was needed to counter what
he descri bed as | aman-|aman fitnah, or websites carrying malicious

al |l egati ons.

My Mal aysia targets both the | ocal and worl d audi ence, focusing on
politics, economy, tourism human and social rights and sci ence,
t echnol ogy and environment.

Dr Mahat hir arrived about 10.30amat the Mri Airport to a rousing
wel cone.

The website | aunch was hel d at Ri hga Hotel overl ooki ng the South China
Sea. Dr Mahathir | ast came here in 1997.

Mri is a coastal town famed for its petroleumindustry.

The country's first oil well, Wll No 1, known as Grand O d Lady which
dates back to 1910, is located here. It is nowa popular site for
tourists.

Mri has a popul ation of nore than 200, 000 and has some fi ne houses.

Features comon in Mri |ike spacious conpounds were retained in a new
townshi p | aunched by Dr Mahathir later in the day.

Bandar Baru Pernyjaya has 2,901 nmedi um and | ow cost houses. The | ow
cost houses have three roons with a | arge compound.

Dr Mahathir, in his speech, commended t he devel oper, Nai mCendera Sdn
Bhd, which also built a conmunity hall there.

The Prinme M nister made it clear that the Governnent al ways sought ways
to improve the livelihood of the people.

He said at the height of the econonic crisis, the Governnent continued
wi t h housi ng devel opnent progranmes, a nove whi ch al so provided jobs to
various other related i ndustri es.

Dr Mahat hir added that hundreds of thousands of houses were being
pl anned nati onwi de for the people.

He al so expl ai ned the need for a State Government run by the sane party
as at the Federal-level so that there would be co-ordination and co-

operati on.

At times, cries of "Hi dup Mahathir" punctuated his speech.

Once he responded: "Hidup rakyat Sarawak, hidup rakyat Mri ... and in
good health."

The huge crowd enjoyed this |ight-hearted nonment.
There were nore plans for Mri, Dr Mahathir told the residents.



Chief M nister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahmud has a plan to develop Mri into
a place like St Antonio in the United States.
Tai b, in his speech, urged Dr Mahathir to stay on at the hel mand i gnore
the malicious all egations against him(the Prime Mnister).
"W want Dr Mahathir's | eadership after enjoying nmuch progress,” Taib
sai d.
( END)
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