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Wi gh choice careful ly before casting ball ot
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TODAY i s pol ling day. What is nore significant about this 10th general
electionis that it prom ses alot of excitenment and anxiety in
determ ni ng what kind of Government we are going to have to | ead Mal aysi a
to face the challenges of the new mllennium

Despi te sone heated argunents between the contending parties in the
course of the el ection canpaign, it has generally been conducted
peaceful ly. This testifies to the maturity of the Ml aysian el ectorate.

For one thing, we do not hear of killings or serious injuries of
candi dat es contesting the el ection, as has happened i n sone countri es
during canpai gni ng.

After 42 years of independence, we have proven that we are able to
conduct our el ections snoothly and orderly to fulfil the requirenents of a
parlianmentary denocracy, with candi dates el ected fromboth the ruling
party and t he opposition to Parliament and the State Assenblies. This is
certainly to our credit irrespective of what the foreign nedia has to say
about the el ections.

Vot ers nust take the general election seriously. They nust turn out in
full force to vote to hel p shape the future destiny of the nation

Politics is not a spectator sport. Ml aysians who turn up to vote are
all active participants in the maki ng of the nation's political future.

A stable policy is crucial for the nation's devel opment and progress as
wel | as economic grow h. Equally i nportant are racial harnony, religious
tolerance and unity in our nmulti-racial, multi-religious and nulti-
cul tural country.

Enpl oyers who require their enpl oyees to work today nust give tine off
for themto vote.

But before one casts his or her vote, one has to ponder very carefully
about the consequences.

As a voter, if | make the wong choice |l will regret for the next five
years. For exanple, if | vote for a candidate who is not able to deliver
interns of performance, the constituents will suffer because of his
failure to performin the constituency.

Rhetoric does not carry nuch weight if it is not backed by deeds.

Candi dat es nmust renenber that their worth will be nmeasured by their deeds.

In this connection, voting for candi dates who are truly able to perform
and who can be backed by the authorities to serve the electorate will
undoubt edl y be a good choi ce.

What the el ectorate al so needs are el ected representatives who can speak
up on national issues of concernto the people. It would be a better
choice if we elect those whose views are likely to be heard and accept ed
by the authorities.

Vot ers nust al ways ponder very carefully over the choi ce of Governnents
at the federal and State | evels.

This el ection is not about Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and his
opponent or opponents. It is about el ecting a Governnent that can conti nue
to lead our multi-racial and multi-religious country peacefully and
progressively into the new m || ennium
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