12/ 09/ 1999

VWl | done, but it can be better, firenen told

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - The Fire and Rescue Departnent succeeded i n saving
nmore than RMB. 02 billion worth of property frombeing razed nati onw de
bet ween January and June this year.

Wi | e praising the departnment for this success, Deputy Housing and Loca
Government M ni ster Dat uk Mohd Shafie Apdal urged it to strive for further
i nprovenent .

He said this was because nore than RM91 nmillion worth of property was
lost in 6,826 fires, with 28 deaths and 34 persons injured.

"Every fireman should ensure that he is constantly prepared to act
i mredi atel y when the need arises as there is only a short tinme avail able
to rescue soneone

"We nust realise that our duty is not only to put out fires, but also
doi ng rescue work. As such, it is inportant that efforts be continued to
establish volunteer fire brigades so as to | essen the | oad on our
firemen's shoul ders," he said.

Mohd Shafi e was speaking at the |l aunching of the newlogo of the
department's Air Wng at its tenporary base at Hangar 76 of the Airod Sdn
Bhd headquarters in Subang, in conjuntion with the wing's first
anni versary cel ebration

Al so present were Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Khalid Husin and
departnment director-general Datuk Dr Soh Chai Hock.

Speaking to reporters | ater, Mohd Shafie said the departnment's two
Russi an-nmade M -17-1V helicopters were ready to hel p in any rescue effort,
especi al |y those i nvol vi ng skyscrapers.

"They have state-of-the-art equi pment and can be sent anywhere in the
country to hel p in any possible situation,” he said.

Asked i f the department woul d deploy the helicopters to help in rescue
efforts in other countries, Mhd Shafie said they would be i f needed.

Naned Enggang and Pekaka by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at an of ficial handing-over cerenmony to the Mnistry on Sept 10
| ast year, the two helicopters began service with the unit the foll ow ng
day.

The helicopters are capabl e of various roles, including firefighting,
hazardous materi al s cont ai nment work, air surveillance, search and rescue
operations, evacuations and air transport support.

It costs RVb, 000 per hour to fly each helicopter. The Air Wng has 92
nen.
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