02/ 08/ 1999
Where are you, M Manager?

Vi j esh Rai
DATUK Raj a Ahmad Zai nuddi n Raj a Orar shoul d gi ve up the teamnanager's job
i f he cannot spare his tinme for the national soccer team

Al ready enbarrassed 2-1 by Singapore in their opening Sea Ganes mat ch,
Mal aysi a face I ndonesi a todayin a match they have towin to stay afl oat.

At atime like this, what the players need is a noral e-boosting tal k but
sadly, Raja Ahnad has left that task to coach Abdul Rahman | brahi mand his
assi stants.

Raj a Ahmad was back in Petaling Jaya yesterday for the FA of Mal aysi a
council meeting and i nstead of flying to Bandar Seri Begawan i medi atel vy,
he deci ded to head hone to | poh.

The reason? Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamed will be
visiting Perak for two days and Raj a Ahnad, being a politician, has to be
t here.

Clearly, Raja Ahmad' s political rol e takes precedence over everything
el se. Wiy then did he accept the post of teamnanager?

Granted he has an assistant in Datuk Jamal Nasir but the players would
obvi ously |l ove to have their confidence buoyed by the teamnmanager hinsel f
in their hour of need.

“I''1'l be going back in two days but Jamal left (for Brunei) this
nmorni ng, " sai d Raja Ahmad after yesterday's FAMcouncil neeting.

Raj a Ahmad' s other priorities only serves to put FAMs rationale in
appoi nting counci| nenmbers, nost of whomare politicians, as nanagers of
the various national sides to ridicule.

Thi s was an i ssue rai sed at the National Football Seminar in June as
many outsiders felt that appointing a council nenber as team nanager
serves little or no purpose.

FAM have to agree that nore often than not, a teamadnministrator is
appoi nted to handl e the tasks of the nanager. This is not the case with
the Sea Ganmes as the A ynpic Council of Ml aysia are strict in the nunber
of officials acconpanying teans.

FAM deputy president Tengku Abdul | ah Sul t an Ahnad Shah sai d on Thur sday
coaches woul d be given nore responsibilities in the running of the various
nati onal teans and administrative work with the hel p of their assistants
shoul d be one of them

On Mal aysia's 2-1 defeat by Singapore on Saturday, Raja Ahnad bl aned it
on i nexperi ence.

Such is the state of affairs that Mal aysia now | ack experi ence even at
Sout h- East Asi an | evel .

Mal aysi a have a League that is thriving conpared to Singapore, the
national squad have had stints inthe United Arab Em rates, Vietnam
Uzbeki stan, Myanmar plus friendlies agai nst New Zeal and, |raqg and Arsenal
in Kual a Lumpur. What ever happened to that experience?

"That is why we did not place any target for the teambut | have to say
that | was pleased with the fighting spirit the players showed," said Raja
Ahrmad.

"It isn't over yet as the players can bounce back and beat |ndonesia
(today). G ve the teama chance."

A fair request but judging fromreports fromBrunei, they need all the
hel p they can get fromall quarters concerned. More so fromabsent team
of ficials.
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