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What ' s happened to Nafi sah?

Ai shah Al

TODAY, Nafisah Hassan turns 19. On every birthday since she was a child,
her parents would pile little presents in her bedroomthe night before and
have the cake for tea the next day.

Nafi sah woul d del i ght in opening the presents and | aughi ng over the
bi rt hday nessages fromMm Dad and |ittle brother Rashid.

On her 17th birthday, her Mum Markizah, gave her two books - Marina
Mahat hir's In Li beral Doses and Chuah Guat Eng's Echoes of Silence. She
al so got her a teddy bear ("to rem nd her of us since she was going to
boar di ng school ") and the | atest issue of Bliss ("it cane with a backpack
that nmonth, | wanted to surprise her").

Her Dad, Hassan, was going to give her sone nobney and Rashid shared a
present with Nafisah's cat Majkat - an arty nmug and a card that says, "I'm
al ways telling people howgreat | think you are. No ki dding."

But Nafi sah never saw those presents. She did not cone hone after
tuition. The presents and cards are still lying on her bed to this day.

Li stening to her distraught parents relate the story of howtheir bubbly
t eenager went away exactly two years ago and how much she has changed
since, it is unlikely that Nafisah is going to be noved by such gestures
that had nurtured her chil dhood.

She is a different person now, they say. Fromtine to tinme she speaks to
themon t he phone and each ti nme she sounds cold, unfriendly and nakes it
cl ear she never intends to return hone.

And to think that on Markizah's birthday earlier that year, Nafisah's
card to her Mumhad said "Thank you for besarkan us."

"I still can't believe it," says Markizah Halim an osteopath who is
al so known in the entertainment circle as part of a singing duo, Passion
wi th her husband Hassan Brown Abdul | ah. "W were so cl ose.

Hassan, who recently set up a honepage, still cannot get over the fact
that he has "l ost" his daughter and that, all his attenpts at tracki ng her
down have cone to a dead end

In the past two years, the coupl e have gone frombonoh to bureaucracy,
maki ng reports at police stations, Public Conplaints Bureau, Pusat |slam
the Press and i n desperation even witing to I nspector-General of Police
Tan Sri Norian Mai and Honme M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw .

The ni ght mar e hei ght ened when Nafi sah cal |l ed and threatened to report
her father for sexual abuse if her parents did not | eave her al one.

She st opped contacting her close friends who are just as puzzled by this
behavi our .

Naf i sah was popul ar in her school. A prefect, cheerleader, Grl Guide
and rmenber of the I slanic Society, she was a bri ght student and had won a
schol arship to do her A-levels at Padworth Coll ege in England after her
Sijil Pel ajaran Mal aysi a exam nati ons.

She was so good in her studies that she actual ly need not have to be
sent for tuition, which was howthe probl embegan as far as Hassan and
Mar ki zah are concerned. Anxious for her to obtain strai ght As, they had
engaged a tutor for Nafisah in April 1997, soneone known to them and whom
t hey trusted.

The tut or, who teaches in his house, convinced themthat in order for
Naf i sah t o achi eve good results, she needed an i ntensive course which
meant spendi ng several hours everyday, at his pl ace.

To cut travelling tine and avoid traffic jans, he offered to pick her up



early in the nmorning

"Although | paid the fees in advance, | thought it was very nice of him
to go out of his way to buy her breakfast and KFC neal s. They are not
cheap, " says Hassan

It was around this tine that Nafi sah began to act in a strange way and
pick fights with her parents. She wouldn't pray and woul d be dressed and
ready for the tutor to pick her fromas early as five in the norning.

On the eve of her 17th birthday, she did not return. The next norning,
bot h Marki zah and Hassan recei ved a phone call frompeople claimngto be
police officers.

"They sai d Nafisah had nade a report accusi ng nme of sexual abuse and
that I was about to be arrested, said Hassan

"I was shocked and even though this is untrue, we were scared. | called
my | awyer who said | shoul d make ny own police report. W did this and
reported Nafisah mssing."

Hassan and Marki zah contacted the tutor who told themhe knew Nafi sah
had gone to nany police stations to nake the reports, and he had persuaded
the police to put her in detention.

"Al'l these were lies. There was no police report and no detention
centre."

Naf i sah di d cone back after that for five nights but refused to eat,
drink, pray or be driven to her exans by her father. She insisted on being
collected by the tutor in the norning and woul d be away t he whol e day
whet her there were exans or not. And she |l eft her birthday presents
unt ouched.

Nov 28, 1997, was to be the |ast tine Hassan and Marki zah ever sawtheir
daughter - at the tutor's hone.

When the SPMresults cane out, Hassan wote to the school to ask that
Nafisah's results be given to him Nafisah obtained a Gade One with five
di stinctions.

In June the follow ng year, Hassan | earnt that Nafisah had | eft for
Engl and to take up the schol arship offer in Padworth Col | ege near Readi ng.

When Hassan contacted the principal, he was told he woul d not be all owed
to see his daughter and that the school had the right to prevent himfrom
doi ng so as Nafi sah was over 16 years old. In England, a | aw under the
British Children's Act passed in 1989 stipul ates that a child can refuse
to see a guardian if she thinks he may do her harm

Hassan decided to visit her anyway, only to find out when he got there
that Nafisah had | eft one week before the end of term

Wherever you are, Nafisah, here is a nessage fromyour Mumand Dad:

"We wi sh you a happy birthday, As you are above 18 now, you are free to do
as you please. All we ask is sonme contact with you because we | ove you and
wi sh to know that you are safe and well-cared for. Hopefully one day you
wi Il wake up and realise what has happened and who i s responsi bl e, and
return to us in your heart."
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