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VWH CH KADAZANDUSUN PARTI ES SHOULD MERGE?

By: Eddy Lok

KOTA KI NABALU, April 4 (Bernama) -- Tal k of a possible nerger anong
political parties representating the Kadazandusuns, who conprise nore than
hal f of Sabah's popul ation, is gathering steameven as the dust has begun
to settle following last nonth's state el ection and formation of the
gover nnent .

What has cropped up is whether the three Kadazandusun-based parties in
the state Barisan Nasional (BN) governnent which fared disastrously in the
el ection should nmerge to beef up their political strength which was eroded
with the massive support for the opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) and a
virtual non-support for BN Kadazandusun candi dat es.

Mer gi ng of Kadazandusun parties is not really a new politica
devel opnent. It took place way back in the m d-1960s.

And, even if the three parties -- Parti Denokratik Sabah (PDS), Parti
Ber sat u Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) and Akar -- do nerge, the question arises as to
whet her it would resolve the community's | eadership i ssue and whet her the
new groupi ng could effectively claimto represent the Kadazandusuns.

Largely, the Kadazandusuns | ook to PBS, another Kadazandusun-based
party, for |eadership, judging fromthe incessant political backing the
community has been giving the party which won 17 of the 48 seats - nostly
i n Kadazandusun constituencies - in the polls. And, in terns of popul ar
votes, PBS secured about 40 per cent.

So the nerger talk has gone to an extent where it involves PBS but it
has drawn a pronpt response fromparty | eaders who pooh-poohed the idea as
somet hing that only the three BN Kadazandusun parties shoul d chew and
di gest on.

The possibility of nerger was started by defeated PBRS president Datuk
Joseph Kurup who said it would strengthen the Kadazandusuns' representation
at governnent | evel.

This followed the di smal showi ng of the BN Kadazandusun candi dates in
the election. Al four PBRS and Akar candi dates standing on BN tickets were
defeated and of the 12 PDS candi dates including forner Chief Mnister Tan
Sri Bernard Dompok, only two survived the Kadazandusun politics of
puni shing the so-called "political frogs", and staying put with their
Huguan Si ou (paramount chief) Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan.

Dr Mohd Yaakub Johari, the executive director of the Institute for
Devel opnent Studi es, has suggested that any such tal k of mergi ng nust
necessarily include the PBS.

I f merger does cone about minus the PBS it would not resolve the
| eadershi p question for the Kadazandusuns as the party has had nassive
support fromthem he reasoned.

For Chief M nister and Sabah Umo head Datuk Osu Sukam the fate of
PDS, PBRS and Akar lies in the hands of the Kadazandusuns thensel ves.

He is okay with efforts to reduce politicking anong BN conponents - a
total of nine in Sabah - and reckoned it is entirely up to the
Kadazandusuns to decide for thensel ves over the question of unity and
political representation.

For the Kadazandusun comunity in Ml aysia's second | argest state,
several political parties have cone and gone, conpeting for their support
each time, just like the various Malay and Chinese parties in the state had
done.

Pasok Monmobgun, an interior party which represented Kadazandusuns in



general, nerged with United National Kadazans Organi sation (Unko) and
adopted a new name in the md 1960s to becone the United Pasok Mynobgon
Kadazandusun Organi sati on (Upko).

Both parties had had roles in the Alliance government which ruled the
state from 1963 to 1967 under several |eaders like the |ate Tun Fuad
St ephens, Tan Sri Peter Lo, the late Tun Datu Miustapha Harun and the | ate
Tun Sai d Keruak.

"But, as far as PBS is concerned, the nerger does not arise. It is for
t he BN Kadazandusun | eaders to deci de. W have about 213, 000 popul ar votes
and that speaks for itself,” said PBS information chief Henrynus Am n.

The imedi ate aftermath of the just-concluded state el ection saw the
Kadazandusuns greatly under-represented, with PBS failing to formthe
government after having received the bulk of the Kadazandusun votes. PBS
won 17 seats while BN bagged 31 seats.

Then, many anong the community had thought that PBS was popul ar enough
towin the majority nunber of seats while others believed the redelineation
of the state's electoral boundaries, which put the nunber of Mislim
majority constituencies at a confortable |ead, had put paid to PBS chances
of ever returning to power.

However, the issue of the Kadazandusuns being under-represented in the
governnent has been redressed to a |l arge extent by the BN s concept of
power sharing. Defeated PDS Tanparuli candi date Datuk W/ fred Burmburi ng was
noni nated as an assenbl yman and nade one of the three deputy chi ef
m nisters and nminister of infrastructure devel opnent.

The Sabah Constitution allows for six nom nated assenbl ynmen to be
appoi nted as additional nmenbers to the 48-el ected-seat state legislature to
represent specific and mnority interests.

"It is a question of |eadership and credibility ... these BN
Kadazandusun parties cannot really claimto represent the Kadazandusuns, "
said a local politician.

Politically, the Kadazandusuns had had the best of time under PBS rule
- fromApril 1985 to February 1994. There were strong cabi net
representati ons and several top and significant state positions were held
by them The BN 'corrected' the situation when it formed the governnent
followi ng the coll apse of the PBS through nassive defections after the 1994
el ection.

PBS deputy president Dr Maxi nus Ongkili has joined the fray over the
mer ger proposal by saying that it m ght perhaps be a better idea if the
"splinter’ PDS, Akar and PBRS coul d dissolve instead and join the PBS to
hel p the conmunity.

Sayi ng that any tal k about the three parties nmerging with PBS did not
ari se, Maxi mus added that their fate had al ready been 'decided forever' by
the people at the recent election and that they had no grassroot support.

H s party coll eague, information chief Henrynus added: "W have about
213,000 of popul ar votes cast, which is about 40 per cent, and we will stay
the way the people want it."

Umo information chi ef Datuk Kari m Ghani has this piece of advice for
PDS, Akar and PBRS | eaders: "Please discuss the proposed nerger w thout
having to go to the press which in the end could | ead to nothing.

"From past experiences, whenever they went to the papers over an issue
like this, they never succeeded in doing what they had hoped to do. If they
sit down quietly and discuss the matter, they can see things nore clearly."

One of the two PDS candi dat es who succeeded in the el ection, Datuk
Siringan Qubat, said PBS | eaders mght still be cel ebrating Donpok's def eat
but the Kadazandusun people are not in the nmood to cel ebrate his |oss.

Donpok' s chief mnistership of two years - courtesy of the rotation
systemintroduced by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad - was



cut short by nore than a year due to his failure to be reelected in the
Moyog consti tuency.

As a result, Osu al so become chief mnister much earlier than expected,
going by the rotation systemwhose very existence is now al so a subject of
i ntense debate.

Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan, a brother of Pairin, said PBS should not be
left out when it cones to nerging all Kadazandusun-based parties.

A merger if it does cone at all, is highly unlikely to see the
di ssol ution of the PBS with the massi ve Kadazandusun backing it has been
enj oyi ng.

Only tinme will tell if the other Kadazandusun parties could survive
into the next election as separate entities given the comunity's clear
preference for PBS as things stand today.
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