17 NOV 1999
El ecti on- Shahi dan ( News Focus)
VWHAT' S | N STORE FOR SHAHI DAN?

KANGAR, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- There are three things that could happen to
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassimin this general election, but till nowthe
anwswer is still a matter of specul ation.

Shahi dan could contest a state seat again, be noved to a parliamentary
constituency or be dropped fromthe Iist of candi dates.

These possibilities were broached by Shahi dan hi nsel f when asked about
his political future.

"I may be a candidate for a state seat, for parlianentary or be
dropped, " said the 49-year-old Menteri Besar.

Many | ocal political observers feel that Shahidan has the potential to
be nom nated for a state seat and be retained as Menteri Besar.

However, others say he may be phased out fromthe post because there
are new faces to replace him

There is talk that Deputy Home M nister Datuk Azmi Khalid, who is state
Umo deputy chief, is in the running for the Menteri Besar's post.

If this is true, then Shahidan will not defend the Tanbun Tul ang state
seat which he won in 1995, and may either be noved to a parlianentary seat
or dropped for this election.

"l have never thought about whether | would be renomnated or not...the
important thing is the BN should win the | ast general election for this
century," he said when net at his office today.

Shahi dan, who is state Barisan Nasional (BN) chairman, said he was
|l eaving his fate to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad.

"Dr Mahathir is a +father+ whose advi ce and deci sion should be
foll owed," he said repeatedly.

Earlier, there was tal k that Shahi dan was no | onger suitable to be the
Ment eri Besar because sone of his actions allegedly did not go down wel |
with the people.

They i ncl uded enforcenent of regul ati ons agai nst orchard owners who
encroached on forest reserves and the acquisition of |and for devel opnent
pr oj ect s.

The opposition has also exploited certain actions taken by Shahi dan,

i ssues which were said to have led to BN s failure to retain the Arau
parlianentary seat in a by-election in July last year.

Perlis PAS conmi ssioner HashimJasin beat BN s Ismail Kassimin the
by- el ecti on.

Meanwhi |l e, Azm, who turns 59 on Dec 13, has declined to comment on
specul ation that he m ght replace Shahi dan as the Menteri Besar.

Political observers feel that Azm, who is Padang Besar Ummo di vi si on
chief, is well placed to replace Shahidan if he is picked for a state seat.
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