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Why nore hi ghways needed

Ram an Sai d; Leong Shen-|

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Devel oping countries need to build nore roads to
enabl e rural folks to take part in devel opnent, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said this was contrary to the approach of devel oped
nati ons where governnents believed the era of big hi ghway projects had
ended.

The new t hi nki ng and trend was to nanage what they had instead of
bui I di ng nore, he said opening the XXIst Wrl d Road Congress at the Putra
World Trade Centre

Dr Mahat hir, who i s overseas, was represented by Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi who del i vered his speech

Abdul | ah al so | aunched a set of comrenorative stanps.

The congress and exhi bition, attended by some 2,200 del egates and 300
partici pating conpanies from25 countries, is jointly organised by the
Worl d Road Associ ation and the Mal aysi an Gover nnent .

It is the oldest international associationinthe field of road and
hi ghway technol ogi es with 92 nenber countri es.

Dr Mahathir said a transport policy needed to strike a bal ance bet ween
three key issues - the environnent, the econony and user preferences.

"The dil enma f aci ng many devel opi ng countries i s to bal ance devel opnment
and envi ronnment. Construction of roads, especially newones, will directly
or indirectly create environnental effect."

At the Rio Summit in 1992, it was agreed that rich nations nust be
prepared to pay poor countries so they would not cut down trees for
devel opnent .

"But as we all know, their contributionis not forthcom ng. Yet they
rel entl essly condemm t hose who have little choice but to exploit their few
natural resources."”

Dr Mahathir said the need to protect the environnment should be viewed in
a bal anced perspective and due enphasi s pl aced on pronoting econonic
growt h and sust ai nabl e devel opment, i ncl udi ng eradi cati on of poverty,
nmeet i ng basi ¢ needs and enhancing the quality of life.

The responsibility for ensuring a better environment should be equitably
shared and the ability of devel opi ng countries to respond nust be taken
into account.

The Prime M nister said roads and ot her nodes of transportation
represented the key to enhance the quality of life.

"However, it nust be recogni sed that construction of roads onits own
must not be taken in isolation.

"More often than not, the road is not only the i nvest ment needed and
conpl ementary i nvestnents are equal ly i nportant to bring about the desired
i mpact . "

Touchi ng on road crashes whi ch had becone a mgj or issue as a result of
i mprovenents in the road system Dr Mahathir said the situati on was bad.

I n devel opi ng countries it had been estimated t hat 350, 000 people died in
road crashes every year.

This represents 70 per cent of those killed on roads throughout the
wor | d.

Dr Mahathir said the matter was al so of maj or concern i n Mal aysi a where
statistics had reveal ed an i ncrease in the nunber of road fatalities from
4,048 people in 1990 to 6,302 in 1997.



"Such a depressing trend has notivated the Mal aysi an Governnent to set a
target of 30 per cent reduction in deaths by next year."

Rem ndi ng t he del egates that roads represented a huge accumul at ed
national investment, Dr Mahathir said they nust be naintained carefully
for future generations.

The phi | osophy of good mai nt enance nmust be revisited and the notion that
prevention was to take priority over repair given due consideration.

"Wthlimted financial resources allocated for road mai nt enance,
engi neers shoul d concentrate on i dentifying technol ogy that can extend t he
service life of road infrastructure,” he added.
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