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Wy voters shoul d pick parties over sentinents for candi dates

Rashi d Yusof

FOREI GN j our nal i sts began checki ng yesterday i nt o a Kot a Ki nabal u pregnant
with el ection fever and frenzi ed predictions, not to nention bettings, on
how t he conpeting parties will finish.

"I have cone up with nmy projected tally of seats won by the parties,”
said an excitable thirty-something voter fromher fanily hone in the heart
of Moyog.

In the neantine, sonme peopl e, perhaps anticipating a close finish |ike
the 25 seats for Parti Bersatu Sabah and 23 for Bari san Nasi onal in 1994,
has added a new bi zarre twist - spreading a runmour on the Internet that
the Yang di-Pertua Negeri is going on | eave fromSunday, the day after
pol I'i ng.

The intention is clear: to suggest that the wi nner of the Friday-

Sat urday polls cannot be sworn in, thus a repeat of the 1994 i nci dent when
Dat uk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan was at the gates of the Istana for 36
hours waiting to be sworn in.

While this piece of runmour has been unable to stir nuch enthusiasm the
front runners inthis election are working feverishly to avoid a "hung"
Assenbly and thus ensure a nore stable political situation in Sabah.

According to a political party's assessnent, 27 of the 48 seats are
Muslimmajority, 13 (Kadazandusun/ Murut), and 7 (Chi nese).

And, yesterday, mmjor Sabah politicians plunged deeper into the canpaign
trail: Tan Sri Bernard Donpok i n Sandakan; Pairin in Tanmparuli; and Datuk
Harris Salleh of Parti Bersekutu in Pairin's seat of Tambunan.

Anid the rush to the finishing |ine nmuch wei ghtage i s being given to
voter's "feelings" in deciding the final tally.

"PBS won 25 seats in 1994 and eight parlianentary seats a year |ater
when sentinents were still strong," observed Donpok.

He now sees changes in Sabah politics. "Everywhere | go, residents wll
stress the need for nore devel opnent, " sai d Donpok, who believes t hat
coupl ed with the enl arged BN incorporating the Kadazandusuns this time,
the BN is poised to win nore than the 23 seats it secured in 1994.

"Then, the BN only had the support of the Muslins and t he Chi nese,
Dompok, the Chief Mnister.

As the enl arged BN seeks a nandate fromthe peopl e of Sabah, a sore
poi nt has been the sentinents anong those who voted for the 21 PBS
Assenbl ymen who | eft the party in the wake of the virtually inconclusive
1994 pol | s.

Sai d an accountant and general manager of a local firm who declared to
be an admrer of the econom c managenent of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad:

"Many Sabah voters feel | et down by the spate of defections. Now we
don't know whet her our vote is appreciated."”

Related to this is the onslaught by the PBS to defeat the 21 who | eft
the party in the wake of the 1994 polls, which was why Pairin was in
Tanparul i yesterday.

(Datuk WIfred Bunmburing, the BN candidate in Tanparuli, won the seat in
1994 under the ticket of PBS. He was the PBS Youth head then).

To Alies Anor, political secretary to the Education Mnister, it is
human nature for voters to yearn for recognition and for their votes to be
appr eci at ed.

But he feels the question of sentinents which had forcefully col oured

said



Sabah politics in the past, is waning.

To even the nost sinplistic voters, a recurring concern is "progress,
jobs and material devel opnent," said Alies who sawinthis alittle
progress in the political thinking.

Even, the Iikes of the accountant who was advocating for an article on
"What Your Vote Means" to be witten ahead of polling on Friday and
Sat ur day, acknow edged BN s capacity to bring in devel opment.

In fact, he believed only BN has conme up with a credi bl e econom c pl an
inits mani festo, yet he remains di sconcerted.

"I amgoing to listen to all the candidates in my constituency and ask
them"Are you going to junp after the el ection?,” he said dramatically.

Here |ies anot her conpelling determ nant in Sabah politics - a trend
anong sections of the el ectorate to go for the candi dates and not the
party.

The question of candidates is said to be rooted on one's feelings
rangi ng fromi npressi ons, nostal gia to personal interests.

This is an area BN canpai gners are eager to alter.

"The submissioninthis election," said Alies Anor borrow ng a | egal
term "is voters should go for the party."

( END)
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